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Ow - AS* ALSO, 

An Anſwer to: the ſubje& matter Contained 
in T'welve Arguments or Reaſons (laid dowu in 
a Sermon preached at Carliſle, Aug.I7. 1664. 
Pack Allan Smalwood, D. Das he ſtiles himſelf ) 
ro prove, That our Saviour did not Forbid 


all Swearing. | 
Wherein is fall cleared, ? 
The Command of Chriſt and his Apoltle Tamer, on wear 
Fig uot at all, Matthi5,34..% Jams. 12. from Re 
yg limited fence and meanings of The! A.S. 
S; * Tohis faid Sermon 3 and in bis Bey y o:f,H, 


OR And "alſe, 

'T eu iibdoricels aud unſoundneſgat. the” atpelaic 
rs fully diſcovered; and The Command of 
. Chriſt, 'Swear not at all, manifeſted, tobe foals 

rohibition of all Oaths [ng whatl 
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- READER, 
\ TX 7 Hat Ihave written in this 
|  hbittle Treatiſe (not being 
after man,neither by me received of mar 
or from man) I bavye therefore ade no 
uſe of the inticing words of mans Wiſ- 
dom, neither of any mans teſtimony, for 
the confurming the ſame; but as the tefti- 
mony therein boraus forGod,Fthe truth 
of his ſayings, not for man, have made 
uſe of no other witneſs than the Scrip- 
tures of truth which proceeded from the 
ſpirit that beareth witneſs, becauſe the 
ſpirit 1s tyth; and being ſo can neither 
deceive nor be decerved:which ſþirit be- 
ng of God, is greater thanman, and ſo 
knoweth more : For the things therein 
treatedof ,arematters of faith, Fthere- 

A for 


rl — Ma FLY va,” 


. 
" 
- It; 
7 ge—_— x * i a 
"0 pf 


To the Reaper 
fore ſands not inthe wiſdom of Wordsor 
of men, but in the power of God, who 


ſhuts & 20 Man Can open: On Opens i 10 
man can ſhut, Neither indeedisfailen 


man, eſpecially a ſwearer, a competent 
witne|. $1 this controverſie about ſwea- 


T1ng., noman veing acompetent witneſs. 


 inhisown cauſe, Read then without 
prejudice, ownWwith underitauding, 0r 


anſwer inthe ground, without contend= -Þ 
ing about words to 10 profit ; For the |. 


Kenedom of God confiiteth not in words 
but in power, neither meat & drink , 


but i12hteouf: ufneſs and peace, and Joy im |. 


the Hoh al Gholt, 
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A true TESTIMON I, *concerning Oathes 
_ . aud. Swearing, Wc. HF 


* 


”N the day that Almighty God created Man (before man Was) 
- in his Image and according-to his own likeneſs,- created the 
him, male and female created he them; and having finiſh- 
> ed the works: of Creation, -he looked upon alt that he- had 
made, and lo it was very. good :'' And'havipg alſo made'the Man 
of the-Duſt of the Earth, ' He: planted a Garden/Ealtward.in. Edexy 
.# . whercbe putche Man whom he had made :. And that Man migbr 
s Hearn Obedience; the Lord commanded him, ſaying; . Thox ſhake 
eat freelyof every Tres of the Garden; but of: the Tree of Knowledge 
«4 $f Gobd ani Evil, thou ſhalt not: ear of it; . for in the: day thomeateſi 
+ F + thereof #houſhult die the death, Now in that day, there was/no 
| þ © firifeor controverhie ; . for What the Lord commanded,it was dane, | 
*t4:** a8irswiicten, Pſal, 33. 9. For be ſpaks; and it was done ; be coms+ 
|} wmaded, anditſlood-faft, * And God was all 1n all, and over all; 
+ the Law-giver, Judge, and King. And asthen: there was no fin 
F Th:the World: which: God” bad made ; ſo: neither was there any 
_.  Fontroverkie or Rrife betwixt Man and his Maker, or amongſt the 
FF _ Ercatures of God, neither was there any Oath-or Sweating,” nor 
'F © - any.other outward or viftible Sign,.Shadow,.:Type, or Figute,. in 
ot by which the Lord was tobe worſhipped, nor any-need thereof , 
'Forihe Lord God who is the ſubRance of ail; was-2H in all, and 
|  coverall, Gad. bleſſed forever; who was worſhipped. not in-words, 
| - | but in deeds; ngt with Oaths and Swearing,neitheranſer/Farins; 
FF Shadows, Signs, oc Figures z- but io Spitit and Fruth;/ in; kove 
'-* *and'true Obedience, Which-was and is better than Sacrifice, or 
the fat of Rams © And in that day the Lawof' the:Spirit which is- 
Ecernal ( and nor Moray) was the rule and guide of Man in bis - 
Worſhip: and Service of God, wich whom Man 10: his: Spirit: had 
unity avd fellowſhip, io the Light, Life and Truth that 1s eternal 
and upchangeable. And as it was in the beginning; even ſoitis 
and (hall be in che day of reftauiation of all things by Jeſus Chrift,.. 
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16,1] TED 
who's, and was, and is to come, the Almighty ; eMlpha and O- 
awege, the firſt and the laſt, the true and faithful Witnels, the Au. 


thor of all crue witneſs-bearing. But Man being in honour, con= 


tinued not.; for the an 9 being more ſubtile than any Beaſt of _ 


oman with his limitted ſence and mean. 


the field, deceived the 


ing, Which he then gave to the poſitive Word and Command of, - 


God (even as the ſpirit that now ruleth in all the Chileren of dif- 
obedience, with his-limitted ſenſe and commodious interpretati- 
ons (as they. are called) of. the Sgriptures of Trath, doth deceive 


the-hmple that lends an ear unto him.) and thereby brought her 


then (as that ſpiriedoth peoplenow) into the trapſgreflion of the 
Word and'Command of Gad,unte which ne man ought toadd any 
thing, neither to diminiſh ought:therefrom,:Dent.: 4. 2. Rev, 22. 
18, 29. And the Woman bauing taten of that which in its ſelf was 
good { ard therefore not 1mtrinfically evil, markthat ) gave unto 
, Hwuiband with her, and he did cate ; who baving eaten contrary 
to the Word and Command of God, fin entered ivto.the world, 
end the world into mans heart,/and death. by fin, . the firſt ground 


- Or'cauſe of unbehef :* And. how in that day -( the Candle. of the 


wicked being put out ) Death and Darkneſs. paſſed over the Life 


2nd Truth of God in Man ; ſo that the Word and Truth of God 


( the'ground of true witneſs-bearing ) which was and is Eternal 
(not Moral) was hid from their eyes who had ſinned ; And now 
Man+being deprived of the Glory of God, and ignorant of-his 


Righteouſneſs, went after his own Inventions, ſothat asit ig . 


Witten, Death reigued from Adam «»ti{ Moſes, Rem. 5.14. And 
now in that:day the Lord had a Controverfie with Man by reaſon 
of «his fin : and Man in his ſin, was in unbelief of the Word and 
Truch'of God, the ground of true witneſs-beating. Inſomuch, 
25 that.in- proceſs of time, when Men began to be multiplied 
upon Earth, the wickedneſs of Men waxed great, ſo that they 


went into firife and contention one egainſt another, until blood 1} 
tcuched blood: ' Andin this eftate of Man, Abmelech King of | 


Gerar, whoWaS in the unbehef of the Word ard Power of God, 


and cbſeving that Ged was with Abram he was afraid, agitis 


written, ' The workers of Iniquity are afraid, where no fear or cauſe 


thereof is, Pſal.53-4 5. and having a controverhie againſt Abram + 
concerning Sarah, Gen. 20. 9, ſaid unto Abram, Swear untome | 


here 


C7 0 
© hereby God; That thou wilt wot birt mey nor wy hildren ;\ Then 4- 
bram ( being afraid of his life, Ge. 12. 12, and allo having a 
controverſie at that time with Av:me/ccb, about a Well of water, 
Gey,21..22,23,24,25-) ſaid; [will Smear. And bere was the fir 
Qarh or. Swearing that 13 Tecorded in therSctiptures of Truth,-:co- 
gether with the original ground::or cauſei thereof; viz, Unbetief 


| the fruitof' fin ; and this was in time before the Lord is ſaid to 


have ſwotn, and long beforethe Law was given :: under which an 
Oath-for confirmation was to be unto, them (that were under that 
Law) an'end of all firife, Hcb.6.x6, ' And an Oath and Swearing 
was alſo in long time after Witneſs-bearing ; for we read, Thar 
Eve before the Fall, did bear witneſs copcerning what-the Lord 
had ſaid, Geu:3.2,3. And Sarah after the Fali(and-in time before 
any Oath or: Swearing) did call the Lord to Witneſs, or judge be- 
wixt her and Abram, Gen. 16.5. without any Oath. or Swear- 
ag; So that witneſs- bearing was inthe beginning before the Fall, 
and ſo.in time, tong befote any oath or fiveartng was in the worls,. 
Afterwards the jLord proved Abram, : who obeying the Word or 
Command of God, The Lord made a Promiſe unto 4bram, 
That' in bis Seed all the Nattous of the Earth ſhanld be blefſed ; and to 
thew to him, and his ſeed, the immutability of his Counſel; and to- 
the.end, that be 'and they might have ſirong iconſolation;;. 'The 
Loxd by way of condeſcention to: Man in bis weaknefs (which by 
reaſon of tfanſgreſſion all men by nature were involved in) gave 2 
token,-a9 be'had done to: Noah, Gen.9.12. and ſaid, By my Self* 
have l ſworn, becauſe thou haſt not fhared thine only ſon ; therefore witl- 
F ſavely bleſs thee, and multiply thy Seed, and in thy Seed: ſhall all the 
Nat tons of the Earth be bleſſed +. And ſo the Loyd added ward to 
word,-thereby to regain, or beger man into the belief of: the 
oruth of: his: Word and Promiſe ;/ and! that by two immutable. 
things,whereis it wa$impoſlible for God-to lye ; man might have- 


i full:affurance;,-that what the Lord had promiſed he would per- 
7 for» yet notwithRlanding, they-believed nat his Word, neithers 


put theistruftin his help (whom he had choſen ournf the: Nati=. 


x ons; to-place his Name amons, :and to be a peculiar People to- 


4 himſelf) therefore their dayes he conſumediin vanity, . and their 
{ years it! trouble;. yet he helped them for his Name-ſake, and-made: 
4 his Pdwer known in-theis Nelivetance out of Faxp, and leading: 


ha. 


; ol 
them'throuch the Deep, andin the Wiſderneſs, nad yer they lin 
ned Rill jvc him,* and provoked the Higheftin the wildemeſs, .: 
.and tempted God intheir hearts 3 Wherefore the Lord,becauſe-of - 
their-tranſgrefſion; and. thatfin'by the commandment mighr:he> |» 
-come exceeding fnfil,and that the.offence might:abound, Rew:F, | 
120; added the Law; called, The firſt Covenant or Teftament,Got, 
3.29. until the Seed ſhould come; which was out of tranſpreſſon 
(mark)/10-whom the Promiſe was.made, which Seed: $\Chriſt, | 
Gal.3.16, who being come, the true and faithful Witneſt,: the ©} 
Oath-arid-Proiniſe 'vf 'God made.to Hirahaw was fulfilled and 4 
performed infhim, Luke'T. 72; 73. whom God had appointed: to 
- 6nifts the tratſgreffions, and to ſeal upthe ifing/ ('that were under 
the firſt Covenant which was not faultleſs, Heb. 8.7. for the Law: | 
made nothing perfeR z bur the biinging in of a better bope:did, 
Heb.7.19.) and tobiing incverlafting Righteouſneſs, Dar.9.24- | 
thiar theywhich are called, might receive the eternal Ioberitance. | 
$6.Chriſt being'come; in whom all 'the Promiſes of God-are:Tes, | 
2nd Ames for ever;;” be was.the end of the Law-(which was-added. 
becauſe of tranfereſſion, until be came that wasout of trenſgrefſt< 
on) for Righteouſneſs to all: that believe, by whoſe obedience, 
many were; are, and ſhall be made Righteous through Faith; But 
- the Liwis'noti'of Fairh, Gal: 3,12. neither was —_ a righ- | 
reous man (mark that): but to the lawleſs and diſobedient, © Tow: | 
x.9;10,\ And therefore what the Law ſaith, it ſaith tothem-that: | 
arc underit, viz, tothe tranſgreſſors and difobedient, &c. But' | 
Chriſtians in Chriſt Jeſus, andin the Faith of-:himy are new Crea-. p 
tures, and therefore are not under the Law of «carnal Commands ; 
ment, which was peculiar to the:Fewes, but.under the Law of the r 
Spirit,andiof Faith, the powerof an endleſs life, Heb. 7.:16.. And 
as the Law was not given for a righteous:man, ſo' neither was [10 
given to the Gentiles : For Godſhewed his Word upto Faceby: bis 
Statutes -and-his Judgments unto Iſrael; He dealt not-ſo-Withie 
very Nation, neither:had-the| Heathen knowledge of: bis: Laws 
Pſal-147 1920; And therefore as. Allan Smulwood faith: of: the 
Judicial Laws; as be calls them; I -may ſay of the whole-Lam, 
mitten (whether by Men called Moral; Judicial os/Ceremonia) 
that it was never obligatory to the Gentiles, neither to us, who.bf 
pature are no Fewes, por ever dwelt in Canaan; And ſo what wi 
| neve 
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Fe | [9] 
. never impoſed, need not to be aboliſhed as to the Gentiles, neither 
tous; but Swearing was never commanded by God untd the Gen- 


tiles as apy part of his Worſhip and Setvice, therefore as to them 
"and us, ho by Nature ate no Fewes, nor ever dwelt in Canaan, 
it was never Obligatory. So that. 4. S, and all that plead for 
Oaths and Swearing, with all their Arguments drawn from the 
authority of that which they call the Moral Law, are overthrown, 
and \yill not avail them, to prove the lawfulneſs of Swearing a- 
monelt us of theſe Iſlinds, who by Nature have deſcended from 
the Genti/es and not from the Fewes : And therefore A. $. is wor- 
thy of blame, in going about to lay a yoke (which neither the 
Fathers nor we Were able to bear) upon them, which from among 
the Gentiles are turned unto God, and are become Chiiftians in- 
Chriſt Jeſus, which the Lord never required nor laid upon them, 
Aits 15,10, For What the Lord required of the Gentz/es was ma- 
nifet in them, for God himſelf ſhewed it unto them, Rom. 1.19, 
So that they alſo who amongſt the Gentiles were unfaithful to, and 
in that which they knew of God, were likewiſe left withour ex- 
cuſe, as-it 1s Wiitten, As many as have frnned without the Law,ſhall 


periſh without the Law ;, and as many 4s have ſinned in the Law. ſhall : 


be judged by the Law, Rom, 2.12. Andas to the Fewes, to whom 


Mb 


the Law was peculiarly given, and ſo were under it, and there- 


fore what the Law ſaid, it was to them that were under it ; .#hex 
the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a Wo- 
man, made under the Law, that he might redeem them that were un- 
der the Law, that thy might recerve the adoption of ſons, Gal. 4. 4. 
That ſo both Fewes and Gemtles, without reſpeR of perſons, mighe. 
receive in Chriſt the bleſſing promiſed to Abram (when he was 
in uncircumcifion ) through the righteouſneſs of Faith, and not 
through the Laiv which is not of Faith, Gal. 3.12, And ſo as its. 
written, The Prom:ſe ts ſure to all the ſeed, and not tothat only which 
#4 of the Law ; but alſo to that which # of the Faith of Abtabam, 
Ro-4.16. although they were never under the Law of any car- 
nal commandment, nor never dwelt in Canaas : For all who are 
of Chriſt, they are Abrabamsſeed, and heirs according to pro- 
miſe, Gal-3.29. Ando he is out peace, who hath made both Jew 
and Gentile one, and hath broken dowa the middle Wall of Par- 
tition betwixt them, having Ds " in his fleſh the enmity, the 

| Liwv 
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Liw of Commandments, contained in the Law wiitten, That 
ſo both J:zw and Gentile, through him, might have acceſs unto 
the Father by one Spirit (and not by Sweating, or obſerving any 
carnal Commandment) and might worſhip the Father whois a 
Spirit, not in the-oldneſs of the letter, but in the newneſs of the 
Spicir, the Law and Power of the endleſs Life (which was in the 
beginning with God, before any Oath or Swearing was ) from 
which Word and Power of God that is Erernal (not Moral) Man 
departed when he finned ; And ag Chriſt 18 our Peace, he is alſo. 
our Peace-maker, by taking away fin, and finiſhing tranſgrefſion, 
the ground or cauſe of the- Controverfie betivixt God and Man, 
and-one man With another, and bringing into the Heart everla- 
ſing Righteouſneſs, he reconcileth man unto God, and one man 
unto another, turving the hearts of the Fathers to the Children, 
and the diſobedient,ro the wiſdom of the Juſt. And ChiiRt Je- 
ſus:coming to do the will of God, he fulfilled the Law, which could 
not in any wiſe paſs away till it was fulfilled, Jar. 5.18, and 
having fulfilled the Law (not deſtroyed it) as he that fulfills and 
performs his Covenant in every particular, he doth not deſtroy, 
it ; althongh the Covenant once fulfilled, is no longer obligatory 
to him that hath fulfilled it) according to the will of God who: 
eavethe Law, he took it away, or outof the Way, and diſanul- 
ted the firit Covenant or Teſtament written 10 Tables.of Stone, 
that he might eſtabliſh the ſecond, Heb.10.9.. called the new Co- 
venant, written not With Ink, but with the Spirit of the Living 
God; not in Tables of Stone, but in fleſhy Tables of the Heart, 
according to 2 Cor.33, Heb.8.10. & 10.16, And in that he ſaith a: | 
new Covenant, be hath abrogated the old Covenant or Telia- 
ment, Ht.8.13- For being Teltaments, they Were not to be of 
force both together, the latter being in its ſelf a. revocation of 
rhe former ; and where a Teſflament is revoked, there every Le.. 
gacy or Gift therein contained, is alſo revoked and taken away, 
and not ſome particulars only, but the whole ; which Teſtament, 
or Covenant, is eſtabliſhed upon berter Promiſes, That ſo what 
w45 1p:ſſible for the Law or firſt Teſtawent to de, in that it was weak. 
through the fle , God ſending his Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fliſh and. 
for ſin, condemned fin wn the fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of the Law 
might be fulfdled-in who walk not after the fleſh but after the Spirit, 
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Rem. $,2,3, And thus Chriſt Jeſus,according to the will of God; 
havipg fulfilled the Law (nat deſtroyed it.) which was | not of 
Faith, and therefore was not to abide for ever : And the endof 
Godin giving the Lai (which was but to continue for a time, as 
« School-maſter to bring to Chriſt) being accompliſhed in Chriſt, 

he took away the Law ot firſt Teſtament (that made nothing per= 
f:&, Heb.p.19.) which was not of Faitt,b:ing changeable; and 

in the Read or place thereof, he eſtabliſhed the ſecond Teſtament 

or new Covenant, upon better promiſes, which perfeRech for e- 

ver them that are Sanctified, according to Heb, 10.9. which being 

the Law of Faith, is unchangable and abideth for ever : So that 

Chriſt Jeſus the Mzdiator of the New Teltamenr, the faithful 

diſpenſer of the manifold Graces of God, unto all that believe, 

came not only to reform the abuſes of the Scribes-and Phariſees, 

in Sweating, in the Temple, in the fiſt Prieſthood, and other 

things undet the firſt Covenant ; bnt alſo to take away the things | 
that were changeable which they had ſo abuſed ; and in the ſtead 
and place of them, to eſtabliſh that which is unchangeable, the 
New Teftament,upon better promiſes, Heb. 8, 6, And in that be 
ſaith a New Teſtament, be hath abrogated the Old, Hz. 8, 13. 
And therefore when Chriſt Jeſus ( the true and faithful Witneſs 
was come, Who was to reſtore all things aS in the beginning) wag 
ſet down on the Mountzin,and his Diſciples (whom he bad choſen 
out of the World to be his Witneſſes) came to him, and he be- 
ing to make knowa unto them that were to bear witneſs of him, 
the true Wirneſs-bearing, as it was in the beginning, before any 
Oath or Swearing was ; among other his gracious words, he ſaid 
nnto them (who were of the Jews, and then were come to be his 
Diſciples) and not to the multitude, Te are the Salt of the Earth, 
Je are the Light of the World; let your Light ſo ſhine before men,that 
they ſeeing your good Works, may glorifie your heavenly Father, And 
that they being Jews, might not be offended at what he was to ſay 
unto them; He told them, He was net come to deſtroy the Law or 
the Prophets, but to fulfil them: And that »ot one ot or tuttle ſhould 
paſs from the Law, till it ſhonld be fulfilled (mark that.) In which 
words is plainly ſhewed, That as the Law was fulfilled by Chriſt, 
it was to paſs away, being only given by God, and added becau'e 
of tranſgrefſion for 4 timez wo till the Seed ſhould come, that. 
o Was 
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Ao 
was out of tranſereſſion, and ſo the. Law being temporary, was 
changable : And having ſo prepared their minds, he told them 
2mong o.her Precepts in the Latv, That zt had been ſaid of old time, 
Thow ſhalt not forſmwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform thine Oaths to the 
Lord : But I ſay unto you, Swear wot at all ; neither by Heaven, for 
#4 the Throne of God ; neuther bythe Earth, &c. but let your yea be 
| | Jea; nay, nay 3 for wha:ſoever us more than theſe, cometh of evil, 
| Mat.5.34, &c- By which words, (Which are the 1ggerpreters of the 
heart) it is evident that the Oaths which they me under the Law 
to perform unto the Lord, and which Chrifts wofds had reference 
unto, vere ſuch Oaths as were required by the Law ; and thoſe 
Oaths the Law required, were by the Lord, and not by the Crea- 
tures ; for all (wearing by the Creatures was by the Eaw forbid- 
den: Which being ſo, then the words following, But / ſay unto 
208, (who were to be Lights of the World) Swear xot at all, muſt 
needs be a prohibition of all Swearing by the Lord. And that he 
add20, Neither by Heaven, &c, Chriſt giveth a reafon for the ſame, 
Mat.23.22. where he ſaith, He that ſweareth by Heaven, he ſmear- 
_ &th by the Throne of God, and by Him that fitteth thereon; who is the 


 . Lord And therefore as they were not to ſear by the Lord, ſa 


neither might they ſwear by Heaven, it being Gods Throne, which 
would amount to (Wearing by God, that fitteth thereon : Newhey 
hy the Earth, neither by Jeruſalem, nuither by the. Head; which 
being the oreateſt of the Creatures, the prohibition includeth al- 
| ſothe lefler. | 

"Therefore it is evident (one of Chr:ſts words being ſpoken 1» vain ) 
That Chriſt: Jeſus did not onely forbid all ſwearing by the Crea- 
tures, but alſo by the true God : For if there had been any excep- 
tion:intended by Chriſt the Wiſdom of God, he doubtleſs would 
have. mentioned it, as well as he did ver(.32. where it's ſaid, Who. 
ſoever (hall put away his Wife, except it be for fornication, cauſeth hen 
to commit adultery, &c, For an Oath and Swearing not being inthe 
beginning with God, nor originally.of him, -(as true. witneſs-bear«. 
ing was) but being added (becauſe the true witneſs-bearing wag 
tranſgreſſed) for a time, viz. until Chrilt Jeſus the true and faith= 
ful Witneſs, and ground of all true witneſs-bearing, was made 
manifeſt, ro reſtore the true witneſs bearing, as it was at the fiſt. 
- Now. Chiift being come,and having choſen-his Diſciples out of the” 

+ world: 
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world to be his Witneſſes, and to 7 $ and reſtore the true wit. 
ne(s-bearing unto and amongſithem, whom he had appointed to 
be Lights and good Examples unto the World ; he therefore took 
away Swearing, Which was not of Faith, but was added b2cauſe of 
tranſgreſſion, as before is ſaid, and as being more than Yea and 
Nay; that he might refiore and place the true witneis-berring, 
which isof Faith, and therefore to abide in the Houſe, and among 
the Houſhold of God for ever.. For it is evident from the words 
of Chriſt, (where he ſaith, Let your yea, be yea; and jour 214), nay 3 
for whatſoever 1s more than theſe, comath of evil) that ſwearing be= 
tvg more than yea and nay, the otiginal ground or cauſe thereof in 
manz.came of the evil, and not of the good, in man, - And thus 
Chriſt Feſus, having forbidden all ſwearing whatſoever, as afore- 
faid, and taken away the firſt ground or cauſe thereof, in his Di{- 
eiples, he according to the will and promife of God, in the place 
and ſtead thereof, reſtored the pure Language, the Word of Faith, 


* which is the Word of Truth that was in the beginning : by the 


Light of which, every one that believeth with his Heart, cometh 
to know the Truth, and:ſo to do the Truth, to confeſs and ſpeak 
the Truth from his Heartunto his Neighbour, or before a Magi-: 
firate in witneſs-bearing. And this Witneſs, being of God, will 
not lye, and is therefore the greater Witneſs, which every one 
that believeth bath in himſelf, according to LFoh.5,9,10, And 
rhe Teſtimony that is born from this,” and according to this word 
of Truth ip the heart jn witneſs. bearing, is in Truth, in Righte- 
ouſneſs, and in Judgement, being from and according to a good 
underfianding. And as the Truth (which is in Chiiſt, the Wiſdom 
and Power of God) in mans heart, is believed in, it doth purifie 
2nd make clean the heart, by taking away fin and unbelief out of 
the heart, and ſo reconcileth 1t unto God, and one man unto ano- 
ther  And:now che Teftimony, that is born according to the truch 


inthe heart, is that Which God hath appointed to end all Contro. 


verſie and Strife amongſt men ; for now it is the Spirit that bear- 
eth witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is Truth, x. Foh» 5.6. And it is the 
Spirit of. Truth which leads into all Truth, and ſo from all Oztbs, 
Shadows; and Swearing, in-witneſs-bearing ;' which having but a 


- ſhadow, and not the ſubſtance of rrue.witneis. beating, wheo the 


ſubſtance. was come, the ſhadows were to paſs away ;- So wha by 
_ Chiiif 
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Chriſt Jeſus received of his Lo. FO he made known to his 
Diſciples, as he ſaid, Fob.17,8, { have grven unto them the words 
which thou gaveſt me, and they have received them, and have knows 
ſurely that 1 came out from thee, and have believed that thou baſt ſent 


wwe. Inſomuch as the Apoſtle Fames, when he writ his Epittle to 


the Tribes which were ſcattered abroad, he put them in mind, 
being Jews, not Gentiles, of that Precept of Chriſt, where he 
ſaith, Above all things, my Brethren, ſwear not, &c, fam. 5.12, 
Not that Sweating was a greater offence than Murdet ot Adultery : 
But they, being Jews (and not Genriles) by nature, had a Com- 
mand from God nnder the Law to ſwear, ec. were apt to think 
they might as well ſwear then, as they might before, (Not atthar 
time being ſo fully informed that Chriſt Feſws was the end of the 
Law for Righteonſneſs to them that believe 1s hims ; and that by hum 
all that believe are juſtified from all things from which they could nat be 
7nſtified by the Law of Moſes, AQ.13.39.) For many among the 

ews Which then believed, were at that time zealous of the Law 
of Moſes; inſomuch as there were of them, that taughe the Bre- 
thren, That except they were circumciſed, and kept the Law of Moſer, 
they could not be ſaved, AQt.15. & 21:20, So that although Adulte» 
ry and Murder were ag great (ins as Swearing, yet the Law (which 
they were zealous of) having forbidden the one, and required the 
other, it was mote difficult to bring them off from Swearing, than 
from Murder or Adultery. And therefore as it's uſual amongſt 
men, to exhort thoſe they are to watch over, above all things to 
take heed of thoſe evils they have been moſt addiQed to, - and of 
thoſe things they have been trained up in; even ſo the Apoſtle ex- 
horted them, being Jes, to remember the Command of Chriſt in 
whom they believed, Swear ot at al, &c. Andalthough it be now 
Eoncluded that Chrift Jeſus did intend by thoſe words, Swear not at 
all, an abſolute, univerſal, and unlimited prohibitiow of" all man- 
ner of Swearing whatſoever, (as indeed.itmult be citherall Swear- 
ivs that was formerly commanded, or elſe Chriſt in that Com- 
mand forbadmnothir.g which: was not forbidden before; nay, 'by / 
thoſe words, - Swear not at all, he made the caſe about Swearing _ 


«, More queſtionable, dark, and doubtful, than it was before';/-which 
for any to affirm, were a great injury to Chriſt, 'the: Wiſdom and - 
ower of God. And yet Chriſt Jeſus, in forbidding all _— | 
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of Swearing whatſoever, did nothing but according to the williof 
his heavenly Father : Nor did the Apoſtle Fawes, in putting the 
Jews in mind of his Maſters Command, Swear nt at all, any thivg 
19 oppoſition, but in obedience to the requiring of Chriſt, 

And now of the things before written, this is the ſum, That an 
Oath and Swearing was pot in the beginning with God, neither 
Was the original ground or cauſe of an Oath & Sweative, of God. 
And therefore neither Was nor is an Oath or Sweating, any part of 
the Law eternal, nor of the eſſence of the Worſhip and ſeryice of 
God, in Spirit and Truth. But the original ground or cauſe of an 
Oath and Swearing amongſt men in the World,was the Unbelief of 
Man, (in God, his Word,. and Truth) of which, Tranſgreflion 
was the firſt ground or cauſe, Which not being any fruit of the Spi- 
rit of God, (as true witneſs-bearipg is) entred into the World, 
and the World into Mans heart, by fin and death. And therefore 
an Oath and Swearing is not any part of the warſhip and ſeryice 
of God now, under the Spirits immediate Adminiſtration. And 
the Law, haviog but a ſhadow of good things then to come, there- 
fore could never make the Comers thereunto peafeR, as the bring- 
ingin of a better Hope doth :. And ſo Chriſt Jeſus the true and 
faithful Witneſs, that ends the Controvetfie between God and: 
Man, being the End of the Law, (under which the Oath for con- 
firmation waSto be unto them that were under it,an end of all con- 
troverſie and ſtrife amongſt men) for Righteouſneſs, to all rhat 

believe ; which Law, not being of Faith, was tobe taken away,, 
'or out of the way, when Faith was come; Which was before 
the Law (Which is not of faith) was given, or any Oath or Swear- 
ing was.. For as the Love of God ro 1ſrael appeared,.in giving: 
them his Laws and Statutes, notwithſtanding they could not ac- 
compliſh. their eternal Peace and Happineſs,. by reaſon of the- 
weakneſs of the fleſh ; neither could be taken away,. por they. 
freed therefrom, until they were fulfilled, and the end accom-- 
fiſhed for which they weie given; Even'ſo the Riches of the 
Love of -God appeared 1n ſending forth his Son (to effect that 
which the Law could not. co for man, neither could man free him- 
ſelf from) who being manifeſted in the f&:ſh, the Oath and Cove. 
nant of God was fulfilled in him :: And 'to as- many as received. 
and doreceive bm, by believing. in.bis Word, which: js pigb-\ip: 
| | the: 
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the heart, to do thereafter, the heart cometh to be purified, and 
made clean, and being prepared by the Lord, cometh to witneſs 
and feel the Love and Power.of God, to quicken it, and enable 
It to every good work : So that 4 good my ont of the good treaſure 
of his heart bringeth forth good things, Mat. 12. 35, ipeaking the 
Truth to, and witneiſing the Truth for his Neighbour, according 
to and from a good underſtinding. And thus the righteouſneſs of 
the Law comech to be fulfilled by Chriſt in us, who walk not ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, but according to the Spirit; and the end of 
God in giviog the Law accompliſhed; according as it's written, 
I Tim.1.5. The end of the Law ts love out of a pure heart, and of 4 
good Conſcience, and of Faith unfaimed :. So that the Law which re- 
quired an Oath in witneſs-dearing, nor any otber part of the Law, 
by Chriſt,-or any that are of bim, 18 not fruſtrated, neither d2z- 
ſroyed, but the righteouſneſs of the Law by true witneſs- beating, 
is fulfilled : And being falfilleg, was by Chrift, according to the 
- Will of God, diſanulled, abrogated, aboliſhed, and-taken out of 
the way, with all Oaths, Swearing, and Signs, that were required 
by it: And in the ead and place thereof, the Law of the Spirit and 
of Faith, the true witnels-bearing, as it was in the beginning, be- | 
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och fore any Oath or Swearing was, eſtabliſhed by Chriſt 1n the Hcuſe 
Z of God for ever. By which Law of Faith, the ViRtory over the 
World, Sin, and Unbelief, cometh to be witneſſed, the firſt ground 
or cauſe of Swearing in the World. And now the Righteouſneſs 
of God (without the Law written, Which 1s not of Faith) is ma- 
nifeſted (by the Light of Chriſt that ſhineth in mans heart, for to 
vive tinto man the knowledge of the things that are immediate of 
the Spirit,-and therefore are ſpiritual, »ot moral) being witneſſed 
by the Law and the Prophets, according to Row. 3.21. And is not Ir 
now called the Works of the Law, but the Fruits of the Spirit ; ( 
which, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Epheſ.5.9. is in all Goodneſs, Righ- : p 
teouſneſs, and Truth : And Gal.y. 22, 23. is Love, Joy, Peace, £ 
Long: ſuffering; Gemleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, CMeekneſs, Temperance, 4 
&c. And ſo the Cauſe being removed, the Effe& ceaſeth. From m 
all which it is evident, That true Witneſs-bzaring was before any " 
Oath or Swearing was:: And the-Law that is Perfe& and Eternal, on 
was (though hid from their Eyes whoſe Minds were alienated from 
the Life and Light of - God, becauſe of the hardneſs of theig 
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Hearts) before the Law wi Tables of Stone, was written : 
{ And the Lord was worſhipped in: Spirit and Truth, before any 
-- Oath or Swearing was: And therefore an Oath and Sweating nei- 
ther 18, nor ever was, any part of the Law cternal, nor of Faith, 
neither any eflential part of the Worſhip of - God in- Spirit and 
Truth, which is unctiangable and ſpiritual: So that the ſaying a- 
fide, or taking away of an Oath and Swearing in witneſs-bearing, 
is not to deſtroy witneſs-bearing, but the reducing it to its Origt= 
nal Verity and Purity, as it was in the b:ginning, from a[l-Oaths 
and Swearing ; Which was added for a time, to wit, tiil the true * 
Witneſs Chrift Jeſus, and thestrue witneſs-bearing, was made 
manifeſt and reſtored, according to the Propheſies that were wiit- 
ten of and concerning Chrift : Aud astrue witneſs- beating-was 
in time, before any Oath or Swearing was, (and therefore an Oath: 
and Swearing was not, neither-is, of the eflence and ſubſtance of 

true Wicneſs-bearing) even ſothe Truth was before any Lye ; al- 
though the Lyar is more'ancient than the Swearer. FOE 
Now theſe things being ſo, why ſhould men profefling Godand: 
Godlineſs, and Chriftianity, go abourto continue an'Oath and 
Swearing in witneſs-bearing under the Goſpel, which is evetlaſt= 
ing, and was preached to Abraham before the Law: of Oathe was, 
or any Swearing was commanded or required by God, Gal. 3.8: 
which had its beginning and ending in time, not being of the-Iav 
of Faith, that abideth for ever ; and therefore was and is chang# 
able, being of thoſe things that might be ſhaken, and ſo to bere- 
moved: That true witneſs-bearing (which being of Faith, and: 

theretore cannot be ſhaken) may remain. 

\ Therefore, Oye called Chriſtians, letit not ſeem to you a thing} 
ſo grievous, to have 'the Bondwoman' ( Unbelief ) and her- Son: 
(Swearing) caſt out; for aſſuredly it muſt:not- inberit the'Kipgs: 
dom of God with the Son of the Freewoman, (True Witneſi-bears 
np.) 
| : And-now theſe things thus premiſed , being a true Tefti- 


mony concerning Oaths and Swearing, "&c. I proceed to an(wer 
the ſubje& matter.contained and laid down-in-Twelve Argiments 
ot Reaſons, whereby Allen Smallwood hath endeavoured to prove 
(but in vain) that our Saviour. did not- forbid all Swearing, when 
he ſaid unto his Diſciples, Swear = all, &c, Mat.5.34- 


Arg. 
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Arg. : 


The firſt Argument (as it is ſtated by A. S, in his Reply to 4 - 


F. H. his Book intituled, O«ths no Goſpel. Ordinance, &c.) is, 
That the Father and the Son are one and the ſame Gad immutable in 
Natare and ih, ( for mutability would'ar gue 1mperfetiion) and canſe- 
quently cannot iſſne forth contrary Conomands, for that would evidence 
a contrariety or mutability in their Will : And the Father having com-. 
wianded' Smearing, the Son ſurely bath not forbidden ut. 
/ 7 ,*:- The Argument runs thus ; | 
Whatever the Father hath commanded, that the Son hath not for- 
hidden © 13 411 | 
But the Father bath.commanded Swearing, Deut.6-13, 
T berefore the Son hath not forbidden it, 


\ Auſwer. _. | 

And in the firſt place, I ſay, the Argument in this. Caſe is nor 
fairly Rated. | VE: ., C's 563 Yi 
- Secondly, That there-is a difference between:'the Law of God 
which was and is eternal, and ſo unchangable, as the-Will of God 
init ſelf is; and the Commands of God under the Law, which 
was. given tothe People of 1/rge/'for a time onely, and-ſo- were 
remporary, to wit, till the Seed:came. to whom. the promiſe was 
made, Gal.3 19. tobe a Schoolmalier to-bring them to Chriſt, thav 
they might be juſtified by faith, Ga/.3.24. But after that faith was 
come, they-were no longer (by Gods ordination): to-be under the 
Schoolmaſter, verſ.25. So. that when Chriſt the Seed, to whom the 
promiſe was made,Wwas:come, & had fulfilled all that was written 
concerning; him (inthe. Law, in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms, | 

the- Lav of Commandments that was not of faith, Gel. 3.32, was 
ts:betaken out of the. way, the end for which it yas.given being 
accompliſhed, according to the will of God.. So that although God 
the Father commanded Swearing under the Law; uli::Chritt the 
true and faithful. Witneſs-was:made manifeſt iv theificſh; andre: 
Rored'the\tue Witneſs-bearingy as it was inthe deginning before 
Swearing was, anto his Diſciples,:whom: he had choſen our: of ithe 
World to be bis Witneſſes ;- and: that Chriſt Jeſus:the Son of God 
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in that Precept; Swear. not et.all, did forbid all Sweating to his 
Diſciples; yer there neither was, nor is any murability 01 change 
in the Will of God, nor contrariety in the Will of the Songto the 
Will of his Father ; for what the Son did command, it was accor- 
ding to the Will of, and what he received of his Fath:zr: Now 
that Swearing was commanded by the Law. A;S. confcfleth ; And 
thatan Oath and Swearing Was to paſs away, or to be taken our 
of the way when che true Witneſs and Witneſs-bearing ( was 
made manifeſt) which Was before any Oath or Swearing was, is 
before fully manifefted : So that the Argument in this caſe truly 
Rated, runs thus; That what God the Father did command to his 
People Iſrael only for a time, and for ſuch an end; the time being fully 
come, and the end accompliſhed, the Command ſo given, ts nolongey of 
force, nor obl1gatory. And therefore, there is inthis caſe, no con- 
trariety of mutab lity in the Will of the Father, nor Contrarigty 
in the Will of the Son of Gad, to the Will of his Father, in that 
Command, Swear not at all: That Command of God the Father, 
Dext.6.13. which was temporary, being according to the: Will-of 
God; fart taken out of the way, That the Command of Chriſt, 
Maf.5.34- might he eſtibliſhed for ever, according to Heb:10. 9. 
Hetaketh away the firſt, that he might eſtabliſh the ſecond. And the 
Prophefie, Pſal.108. Judah « my Law-giver.. That ſo the ſervant, 
Who was not by God's appointment to abide in the houſe for ever, 
migtit give place to the Son, who is to abide in the houſe. for e- 
ver: And that God the Father did give ſeveral-Commands only 
" to beobſerved and to continue for a time without any mutability 
in his Will, is evident from the teſtimony of the. Scriptures of 
Eruth ; As Ger. 22. 2. Where the Lord commanded eAbram to 
take his only ſon ſaac and offer him for a burnt offering, &c.- And 
in verſ.12. the Lord commanded him not to lay his hand upon the 
Child, neither do any thing unto-bim : And Mat.2.13. Joſeph was 
commanded, totake the Babe, and hs Mother, and flee into Egypt, 
ard be there till ( mark ) 1 bring thee word, Fc. And 1n ver[.19, 
When Herod was dead, he-was commanded to take the Babs and bus 
Maher," and go into the Land of Iſrael: And yet there-was no 
change or contrariety iwthe Will of God; although there wes ſe- 
verat and contrary Commands, . 4 one, To fleeino Egypt; __ 
Zz | te 
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the other, To returs into the Land þ Iſrael : So likewiſe, Gal. 4. 
12, &c. it's faid, That the Heir, as long as be is a Child, differath 
nothing from a Suryant, though he be Lord of all; but us under Tutors 
and Governors, until the time appointed of the Father, By which it 
is evident, That though /ſrac/ according to the Will of God was 
to be under the Law, which was not of Faith, for a time as a ſerd 
vant ; yet it was never the Will of God their condition ſhould 
alwayes be ſo, bat only until the time appointed : which time 
being come, they were to be freed from that Law, that they might 
receive the adoption of ſons : For although the Lord had forbidden 
Moſes, and all others, to add any thing ro, or diminiſh any thing 
from what was written in the Law; yet He had not limitted-him- 
ſelf butthat he might add to, - or take from what he had given its 
command,,and that Without any mutability in his Will: Andif 
thi FatherAat ſundry times did give forth ſeveral Commands, and 
that contrary one to another, wirhout any mutability in his Will 
( in that ſenſe which A. S. doth afftum.) Then the Son, who doth 


whatſoever he ſeeth the Father do; did not eive forth that Com. © 


mand, Swear not at all, contrary to, 'but in obedience to the Will 
of his Father: For although the words of the Commands, Mar. 
5.34- and Deut.6,13- in themſelves are:contrary, yet the Will 
of the Father, and the Son, was in perfeR unity, without any con= 
rrariety : But the contrariety is in that mind that is Carnal, and 
therefore neither ic, nor can be ſubje& to the Law of God, Rom. 
$8.7. which beipgin the Spirit, 18 Spiritual and Erernal, and not 
Moral. Bet 
So that ſuch now whoſe minds are alienated from the Light 
and Life of God, are ignorant of the Righteouſneſs of God, as 
the Jews formerly were, who had Moſes read in their Synago- 
' gues every Sabbath day ( for where Moſes iS read, the vail is upop 
the heart to this day, 2 Cor: 3. 15, ) ſo that ſuch do not ſee now, 
no more than the Jews did then, the end of that which is abo- 
liſhed : Neverthelefs now as then, all whoſe minds are turned to. 
- the Lord, and believe in his Light that ſhines in their hearts for 
to:give-unto them the Knowledge of -God in the face of | Feſas. 
Chriſt,” and of the Law in the Spirit, written not in tables of 
Kone, but in the heart ; which Law was before the Law of Moſes 
: Was 
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was written, or any vail was. They inthe Light Eternal ſee the 
_ endof the Law, which was not of Faith ; and the Law aboliſhed; 
under Which an Oath for confirmation was to be unto them that 
were under it, an end of all controverſie and firife : And alſo in 
the Light that was before any Oath or Swearing was, they ſee and 
know the true and faithful Witneſs, Ehrit Jeſus in them from 
whom all true Witneſs-bearing is; and ſothe true Witneſs-bear- 
ing, as it was in the beginning, which no Vail, Shadow, or na- 
tural Light can diſcery, x Cor. 2, 14 And thus all who dothe 
Will of God by believing in him whom God hath ſent, they 
comme to know Chrifts Doctrine, Swear not at all,. tobe bis: that 
ſent him, to be « Light to the Gentiles, and the Glory to bus People 
Iſrael. And is it equal, O ye ſons of men, That thoſe whoſe eyes 
God hath opened, and unto whom Ged hath given theLight of# 
Ecernal Life, that they ſhould be compelled to walk by the ſame 
euide, the blind are led by, in their vitneſs-bearing? Would it 
pot be a thing unreafonable, for to.require him - who bath big per- 
fect ſight, when the Sun ſhines to ſhew him/his way, to require 
him to have a'man take him by the hand and lead him on bis way; 
as the natural blind are led? Hath not the Lord in all Ages put 
a difference detwixt them that feared his Name, and trembvled at 
his Word, and thoſe that feared him not, but walked after the tub- 
| bornneſs of their own hearts, and after .their ow inventions ? 
And if the Lord hath ſo done, and'ſo doth, ought not all thoſe 
who are his Miniſters upon Earth, to do the like? + 1-2 
But «A. S. further ſaith, That Oaths are commanded by the Mo 
ral Law, and that the Ten Commandments are the ſummary of it : 
And'doth grant, That Oaths are no Goſpel Ordinance, And alſo 
ſaith, That our Saviour came not to deſtroy, but fulfil the Moral Laws 
And therefore Swearing, being enjoned by the: Moral Law, muſt be 
now of a4 much force as ever it was. He alſo affnmeth; That Chrif 
did not aboliſh the Judicial and Ceremonial Law,. once commanded by 
God; becauſe the one was peculiarly gruen to the Fems, and ſo concerns 
Ln uot:at all - And the other was Femporary, expiring at: Chriſt's 
Dean He... : , dlea'# 3.44 COB | EASSENS 1/t 
 Anſw. The words, Law, Covenant, and Teſtarent, are 'gene= 
ral and comprehenſive words; every of them inchudivg or. com 
| | prehending 
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pichending-in. themſclves,. all the Wards, Sentences; Gifts, Or= 
R—_ or: Precepts, that:;Was required, and commanded the _| 
cople of 1ſree/ by the Lord: at that time ; And therefore ovght 
notto be limited by man, or diſtinguiſhed ivco Motals, Judici- 
als, -and Ceremonzals,. as thergby ro leſſen the Authority of one, 
ro.ſet yp: 8nothes; abpbve it,_after the'Rudiments of the World, 
and not afeet Chit ;/ who ſaith, He that ſhall break. one of, the leaft 
of the Command3, and teach men ſo, ſhall be called the leaſh in the | 
Kivgdom of Heaven, Mat. 5. 29..: Andit's written, Deut. 27, 26, - | 
Curſed #s every one that couttwugth. not In all things which are written 
3x tbe. Book of the' Law ta-dothew, Gal.3-10. ' And. Chriſt came:nes 
oxly-}o fulfd, thix or: that. part of the Law, but ths whole Law; yee; 
every zoe «and tiitleytbat then was: Written, Mate 51 x8, Neitberiy 
be ſaid fo be the end of this or: that part (whether by meg called 
Moral, Judicial, or Ceremonial z. for the Spirit of the Lord bath 
made no ſuch diftintions of: the Law,) but of the Law in gene- 
tal yea allibarwas written incthe Law of foſes,' in the Propbyrs, 
andimthePſelms conceming bim, Lake. 24.44. And ag: the Lav 
wasrfulfilled,/ it: was to paſs away; :orto be taken out of the way; 
the epd beingaccompliſhed for which it was given : And being 
aboliſhed, Eph.2,15. abrogated and diſanulled,. Heb, 8. 13; and 
taken-away, or out of the Way, Heb.10.9, Col.2.124. 2 Cori3.7, | 
I1-:The Lawor Power of the. endleſs:Life, the Law of the Spis 
titand. of Faith; - which 1s. not:Moral, but Spiritual and Eternal, 
the new Covenant.or Teſtament which is unchangeable, the Righ- 
teohſyeſs obGod.(without the Lzw in the letter) was and is ma- 
vifefied inthe beart; +to..do thereafter, being witneſſed: by the 
Law and the Prophets, Ream: 3,21. Fer.31.33, Heb.8.10. accor- 
ding tothe" Promiſe df God; That fo the bleſſing of Abram might 
come en. the: Gentiles: through: Jefus Chriſt, that they together 
with the. Jews; to whom the'Law-in-the letter was peculiarly'gi« 
ven, might receive the Promiſe of the Spirit through Faith, Gal. 
3+14, Romp,qa16,  . . ere 
And whereas: 4.S, ſaith, That Chriſt did not aboliſh the Fudicial 
and Ceremonial Law, once A —_— yo becauſe the one-was 
perwiearly giyento the Jews; 'und- the of at eniporary, txpirin 
| Anſw, 
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Law; as they are called and diftinguiſhed by F. S. Thew'ir mutt 


| gceds follow, and be granted; That Chriſt did aboliſh, abroguce, 


diſanu), take away, -or ont of the ways: the Law which 4.5. calls 
Moral 3-or elſe Chrift aboliſhed no Lawatall : : But it'is evident 
from ths plain teftimony of the Scripmres of Trath before menti» 
oned,” Eph. 2, 15. Heb, 8.13.8 10,'9, Cot,2.14:2 Cor.g.7,1%, 
Thar:Jetus Chriſt did aboliſh, abrogate, diſannul, take away, or 
out of | the way, the Law of Commandments contained in the 
Law wiiten, the old or:firft Covenant or Teſtament, the hand- 
miiting of Ordinsnces, the Miniftration of Death written with 
terters, and engraver in tones ; And: therefore, If Chriſt: (as 
A.'S. hath affirmed) did not aboliſh the Judicial and:Ceremoni- 
al Laws ; Then,as is before ſaid, it muſt of neceſſity follow and 
be concluded, That Chrift Feſus did aboliſh, abrogate, difanoul, 
take away, or out of the way: that Lai which! A-S. calls Moral : 
For the Scriptures teftiinony-in- the/places before mentioned; 'are 
either true of falſes. ' To ſay rhey are falſe, ioblafphemy'; 'becauſe 
they were written by Divine Inſpiration, and the infallible gui- 
dance of the Spirit of Truth : And therefore being true 3” Fhen 
that Law ( which A. S, calls Moral, of which he alſo afficmerh 
+> Oath and Swearing'to be apart, or required by) wag by Chriſt 
aboliſhed, abrogeted, diſannulted, taken away'-or outout of / rhe 
way :- And the Law by which Swearing was commanded being 
aboliſhed, ' Alt Oaths and Swearing commanded or required by 


that Law mutt of neceſſity be aboliſhed with the Law, 'Now 


theſe things being ſo, All the Arguments and Diftin&ions, with 
all theiConelufions and clouds of 'Witneſſes that 4.5. hath laid 
down; tade- and brought in, to prove the lawfulnefs-of :fome 
Swezfing now'under the Goſpel, from the Authority of the Mo 


ral Lan; as he calls it; are:made void,  andare become of- none 


effeA.. i And therefore A, S. is worthy'of blame, in affirming ſo. 
confidently, Fhat-if Sweering be enjoyned by the Moral Law, it 
miſÞ bevof 25 mnych force 'now a#tver;: And:it!may be) of. concern 
w-4, 5.' before he begin bis Miftdryſo6:Oarbe; 3:rhup beifind our 
ſanie/other: Lew of 'God,- thanthacticetsMoreh, :to-ground the 
lwfulneſs of Oachs upon, leſt he build wpon a:ſandy —— | 
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and ſolabour in vain:; For himſelf acknowiedgeth: (is pag. 303, 
of his iReply to F.H.) it was a certain truth, That Chriſt gaye n6 
new Command in matters of Oaths, norin any other, more than 
what was formerly enjoyned- in-the -Moral-Law.:- And beſides, 
in his EpiſHHe'to the Reader, he ſaith, That no Orthodox man had'e- 
wer ſaid, That Oaths were' ever any Goſpel Ordinance, (or to that 
effe&. ). but onthe contrary thetr Tenevt is, ' That they are, com- 
mavndedin the Moral Law z which Law being aboliſhed ( ax be> 
fore 18 proved) by Chriſt, and no other Law of God being found 
that requires'Sweating under the Goſpel ; but 6o the contrary, a 
politive Law of Chriſt eiyen to his. Diſciples, Not ro fwtar at all; 
It cannot'be'of -any ſervice to the Lord, or his People, to write 
ſuch a Hiſtory : | But rather to exhort People to mind the fear of 
the Lord, and to have a regard toall his Commands, whijch-being 
in:the Spirit, that helps the infirm, are not grievous ; and to walk 
inthe Light of the Lord, that they may. have no occefion of tum- 
bling atthe Command of Chiiſt, Swear vat at al, For as it were 
& fin; to deny obedience to any -Ordivapce or Command of: God 
in its time 5 even ſoit is a finalſo,' for any to uſe-or praRiſe any 
Command of God as a part of his worſhip'& ſervice, for any;0- 
ther end, or longer time, than it was.giveb for, or ordained by 
God. Which Errour, -Chriftians have juſtly condemned inthe 
Jews, for: holding up for Ordinances” and /Commands.of | God, 
( Circumcifion, Paſſeover, Temple, the ſeventh Day Sabbath, and- 
many other things required and. commanded by God in the Lay, 
or-firſt Teſtament, as Oaths and Swearing was under thefift Te- 
Kament commanded the Jews) after that Chriſt Jeſus was aſcen- 
ded to his Father, and had ſent the Spirit of Truth to lead:big Diſ.. 
ciples into all Truth; which Truth being the ſubſtance of all 
Oaths, Shadows, Types, Figures, and Signs, that were under the 
Law, which had but a ſhadow of the good things to come, Heb.10, 
1, Which when David in the Light of the Lord, had manifeſted 
to bim (he being a Piophet ) in which Light he ſaw Light, even 
the Law, "hereof: the Logd: had: ſaid-unco him, Thos art 7 Song 
this day 'bave {begatreptbery Platt: 7.: He then ſaid GChaving feen: 
the end of that yrhichiwas $0:be aboliſhed) that in burnt ines © 
and - Sxctifices: the; Lord took no delight, neither bad pleaſure; 
therein ; 
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therein.; Sacrifice and Ofterics #3 wouldeſt not, but a body hait 
ordained me ;. in Offerings and Sin Offerings thou haſt no pleaſure, 
Heb.10,5,6, So that although ſuch as do not the Will of God, do 
nar ſee the end of that which. is aboliſhed, neither know Chrilts 
Dogrine ; yet all who do believe in him, whom God hath ſent a 
Light into the World, they know the DoQtrive of Chriſt, Swear 
nor at all, to be of God, and according to godlineſs, Joh. 716,17. 
But to procecd to A. S.. his ſecond Aigument, which os 
thus ; "Y 22% | 

Arg. 2. | 
Whatſoever at all times, as well under the Goſpel 41 under the 
Law, tends 1n an. eſpecial manner tathe glory of God, thas ts 
neuhber Ceremonial nor forbidden by Chriſt. 
But ſome Swearing at all times as well under the Goſpel, as under 
the Law, tends in a.ſpecial manner to the glory of God, 
And therefore all Swearing, i neither « Ceremonial Ordinance, 


nor forbidden by Chrift. 


Anſo, God is not now, nor ever was glorified in an eſpecial 


' manner by bis Creatures, but as they, did and do obey his Com- 


mands, and lo do the thing he requirech of them: As it's Written, 
Obedience 1 better than Sacrifice, and to do the will of God us better 
than thi fat of Rams, And although it be granted that Come Swea- 
rivg under the Law did tend to the glory of God, as done in obe< 
dience to his requitiog ; yet it doth not follow that nov under the 
Goſpel,any ſwearipg doth tend in an eſpecial manner to the glory 
of God ;- becauſe the Law in or by which it was commanded,as be. 
fore is proved, is aboliſhed; and (wearing now forbidden by Chrit, 
Mat.5.34. to all his Diſciples. And again, as bath been before 
proved, Swearing was never any eflential part of. the worſhip of 
God in Spirit and Truth, becauſe it was noi anypartof the Liy 
Eternal, neirher in tbe beginning with God, nor originally of 
him ; as che true Witneſs-bearing was. And therefore (Wearing 
under the Goſpel, not being required, bur forbidden by Chrit, 
without.whom no man can glotihe God, doth not tend in an eſpe- 
cial manner to the glory of God, . as the true witneſs-bearing 
doth ; ſo that this Argument, and the concluſion thereupon made, 
is of no-force; to prove any hs to tend in an eſpecial manner 
| | tg 
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ſpeak the truth in witneſs-bearing, or in our communications,. 
doth not only tend to the glory of God, but alſo to thelbenefit of 
our Neighbour ; and is therefore acceptable unto God, and pro- 
firable unto Men. | | | 
And ſo I proceed to the third Argument,which is this, 
| Arp. 3. 

If Chriſt forbad Swearing, Then it was either becauſe it was re- 
pugnant to our duty ro-God, or repugnant to our duty to our 
Neighbour. 

PF But ſome Swearing , « neither repugnant to our duty to God, 
( nhoſe glory in ſundry particulars it advanceth ) nor repugnant 
to our duty to our Ntighbour, to whom thereby much advan. 
tage may accrue m ſeyeral reſpets. | | 


And therefore ( hriit forbad not all Swearing. : 


Anſw. This Argument is framed much like the queſtion put to 
Chritt, concerning the man that was blind from his birth; ho 
did fin, this manor his Parents, that he was born blind? To which 
queſtion, Jeſus anſwered, Neither hath this man fined, nor his Pa. 
nents; but that the work of God might be made manifeſt. So I may 
ſay, Whatif Chriſt forbad ſwearing,ineicher becauſe it was re- 
pugnant to our duty to God, not to out:Neighbour ; bur that the 
Work. Power, and Will of + God: might be made manifeſt in and 
by Chriſt; and co make known unto his Diſciples, That all power i». 
Heaven and Earth witi-committed unto biys, Mat, 28.18, And that 
25 he had pow-:r to'takt away, He had alſo power to give, alter, 
and Change Laws, the Government being laid upon his ſhoulders, 


further Anſwer, I ſay, Whatever is ated by man as at efſential 
part'of the worſhip and ſervice of God, -which the Lord doth not 
require, is repugnant to our duty to God, and- ſo bath the Lord 
teſtified in ll ages, as appearFGen;4: 5: fa, 58.Fer. 14.17,12,13.. 
Tſa.1.1o, &c. Mat.15.8,9. But [Wearing under the Goſpel, the 
Lord hath not required,bat forbidden,as before is proved : There- 


and our ſuperiours in-him, and ' for him-) and being-repugnant to 
our duty. to God). it cannot be. trulyadvantagious-to our Neigh« 


f 26] | 
to the glory of God : But todo truth, confeſs the truth, and to- 


Fa. 9.6, to whomalſo all Judgment was: committed, Bur'for - 


fore it is repugnant to our duty to God' ( whom we are to obey,. 


bourz: 
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bovr, whom we are to-love as our ſelves. Again, there is nothing 
of advantage can accrne to our Neighbour by ſwearinz,which true 


- witneſs-bearivg doth not fully ſupply whete it is received: Nay, 


there is much more ſurety to our Neighbour by tive witneſs-bear- 
ing (than by (Wearing) becauſe a true witneſs will nor lye, 
The fourth Argument 15 thus formed : 
Arp. 4. 
T hat interpretation of our Savours words, Swear not at all, which 
renders the following words vain, and impertinem, # falſe &c, 


eAnſw. That Chriſt intended what he ſaid, I hope no Chriſti- 
an will deny : And that thoſe words, Swear not at ally were ſpoken 
by Chi, and are tn themſelves 2 prohibition of all ſ{mzaring 
whatſoever, is evident: And that they were ſpsken by Chiilt 
(not by way of compliance with-what had been ſaid before to them 
of old time) but in the contrary thereof,is apparent by the words ; 
But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all : Which words, if they fgnifie 
nothing bur what was before ſaid, Then ſhould they not only be to 
no purpoſe, but hurtful, by making the caſe of ſwearing more dark 
and queſtionable than it was befare under the Law : which for any 
man to affirm, were z grezt injury to Chrift Jeſus, the Wiſdom 
of God ; And therefore Chriſt having ſpoken all thoſe wotds, Bur 
1. ſay unto you, Swear not at all, netther by Heaven, &c, And that 
in the contrary of what was ſaid before, as che word but, (and the 
words) ot at all, do import: It is manifeſt that Chriſt did in that 
command, Swear not at all, forbid ſomewhat that was not for- 
bidden by the Law : And conſequently, all ſwearing whatſoever, 


. whether by the Lord, or by the Creatures; And that Chriſt added 
- neither by Heaven, the Earth, Jeruſalem, the Head, they being tlie 


chiefeſt of the viſible Creatures, all the other creatures-beins the 


- leſſer or inferiour are included, the greater comprehending the 


leſs; ſo that the words following, and- precedent, are all fgnifi- 
cant and uſeful : For being the words of Chriſt, not any of them 
are to be rejeed ; but all and every wordeftebliſhed; And there- 
fore it were more beſeeming Chriftians, 'to give all diligence-to 
obſerve the Law, and Command of Chriſt ; then to invent and 
frame Arguments'againft his words, which are in themſelves plain, 
and have no ambiguity in them 3 and being ſo according' to-the 

WS rule, 


.[a&] 
rule, when in Words there is no ambiguity, there no Expoſition: 
is to þe made againſt the words exprefied : For in doubtſul ſpeech 


we utter not a doubiful ſence, but only that which we mean; _ 


Theiefore, be which ſpeaketh one thing, and meaneth another, 
neither doth he utter that which the word fignifieth, becauſe he; .. 
meaneth not ſo, neither that which be meaneth, becauſe he ſpea- 
keth it not-: Which for any. man to affirm of the words of Chriſt, 
Swear it. at all, were,as before ts ſaid, a great injury to Chriſt, the 
Wiſdom of God, and to the Spirit of Txuth, from which the Scrip- 
tures of Truth were given forth. All which words of Chriſt be. 
ing in themſelves prohibitions of Swearipg, and no exceptions (a8 
"the words of Chrilt in the caſe of Divorcement were, where it's 
ſaid, Except for the cauſe of F ornication) do the more confirm and 
illuſtrate the extent-of the Command. And being the words of 
Chriſt, the Wiſdom of God, they are neither.vain nor -imperti- 
nent, No more than thoſe words in the fourth Commandment, 
In it thos ſhalt do na manner of work,, mor thy Son, &c, All which 
were included in thoſe general words before-going, Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy : Or the enumerating all thoſe words: 
w:itten in the Tables of S'one, which were all briefly compre- 
hended in thoſe fev words, Thos ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart ;* And thy Ne:ghbour as thy ſelf. * And yet the Wiſdom 
of God, which is wiſer than Men, knowing whereof we, as men, 
bave need, ſpoke all-thoſe words in the Law. And where the Liw- 
eiver hath made no exception, he to whom che Law is given ought 
not; And ſo 1 conclude, That the Law of Chiiſt, Swear not at all, 
isperfet, and a full prohibition of all ſwearing unto . bis Diſ- 
Ciples; and being perfe, vo man ought to add any thing there= 
unto, or diminiſh ary thing from it. And ſo I proceed to the fifth. 
Argument, | «nbd 


_ Arg. 5. Nothing that of it ſelf © not untrinſically evil is forbidden 
_ by Chri#t ( and that #. proved by induttion.) 

| But Smearing 15 not of it ſelf intrinſically evil ; 
; And therefore Chrift did not forbid it. 


 Fxſw. The thing in D.(pute is not,, Whether Chriſt did ever 
forbid any thing that was not of it ſelf evil 2 But, whether Chiifſt. 
| En hath 
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hath forbidden all Swearing? Which that Chriſt hath forbidden 
all ſwearing, his own-words | (which are the -interpreters of the 
heart) do prove; And one fingle teſtimony: of the Scriptures of 
Truth, is of moreftrength than a thouſand ſurmiſes, or meer hn- 
mane witneſſes. And therefore Sweating ' being forbidden by 
Chriſt, Mar.5.34. it is the duty of Chriſtians to 2pply themſelves 
to yield obedience to his Comnand, and not toframe Arguments 
toevade the ſane, or to ask 2 Reaſon wherefore he ſo did's And 
yet We read, That God commanded Circumcifion and Sacrifices, 
which im themſelves are not evil, and yet forbidden. in the New 
Covenant :: And we alſo read, That God forbad Adam to eat of 
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil , which Tree and its Fruit 
of themſelves, were not. intrinſically evil. And the uſe of ſe- 
veral-other Creatures, under the Law, was forbidden the People 
of Iſrael. And what God: the” Father did forbid, it was by his: 
Word ; And Chrift,. the Word and Power of God, -he forbad his 
Diſciples co £0 into the way of the Gentiles, andnot to-enter 1n- 
toany of the Cities of the Samaritans, Mat10.5, Andihe charged 
his Diſciples che ſhould tell the Viſion tono man; until, &c. Mat, 17, 
4 And that they ſhould call »o men Maſter upori the EarthgMit.23. 

. None of which of themſelves were intrinſically evil, Bur: 
that which concerns us 25s Chriſtians, and fo under the- Law of 


' Chriki, is not ſo much to enquire, whether or no, ſuch: a thing be 


good in of of it ſelf; Bur whether or no'it be'g00d for us" to pra- 
Qiſe, yea or nay ? For, a$ ſaid:the Apofile, What is not of Faith is 
Sin: And therefore, that is good for Chriſtians co do, which the - 
Lord requires of them. But to PIT to the'fixth in Argument ; 
the force whereof is this: 


Arg. 6. Eiches Chriſt forbad not the taking f an Oath: OA of oc- 
caſron :1 or elſe. St. Paul ( though affifted by the Holy Gho#t ) 
underſtood not the Text, 

nes I f be wnderſiood it, be ated a gainſt it; and Phat. not raſhly, bat ; 


delibevation ; 


| Becanſe in huEp ſrl he calls God to wipnef which ” formal Ok. 


WT That the Apofile Panidid know the wind: Chrif.ins 
that —_—_ Swear.not at ab, is believed 7 Bur that be sCed con-'! . 
| "0 rary 
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contrary thereto, When he ſaid, God #s my witneſs, or called God to 
witneſs, is denied : For as he knew Chriſt had forbidden all iwes- 
ring, he alſo knew: that Chriſt was the trne and faithful Witneſs, 
the fir{t and the laſt, and came to reftore the true witneſs-beating 
2$ at the firſt (which was and is the Righteouſneſs of the Law of 
Oaths 3-) Andthe Apoſtle being an able Miniſter of the Spirit, 
pot of the Letter, he was come to ſee the End of that which was 
aboliſhed, and preached the everlaſtivg Goſpel, the word of Faiths 


Which was and is the Word of Truth, the Author of true-witneſs- 


beating, which was. before any Oath or Swearing was. Anil ſoag 
Chriſt, his-Lord and Maſter had done before, when he faid unto 
Pilate, For thu end was [ born, and for this canſe came binto the world, 
that I ſhould bear witneſinnto the Trath, Joh. 18.37, He in obedience 
to bis Lord and Maſter, did bear witneſs. to, - and of the Truth * 
And in witneſs-bearing did (as the Servants of the Lord do) call 
God to witneſs, or appeal to the witneſs of God in men,. concer- 


ning the truth-of what he declared; without obſerving any fet forms | 


of words.: And as Sera: had done before, when ſhe ſaid unto A- 
bram, The Lord judge betwixt thee and me; yer did not ſwear at all, 


But A. $- ſaith, That calling God to witneſs, is a formal Omb © 


becauſe there 11 an atteſtation of the Name of God. | 
*  Anſw-: That the Nate of God was uſed in witneſs-hearing, be- 


fore any Qath or Swearing was, doth appear Gen, 3. 3. where Eve | 
before the Fall, in witnels-bearing, uſedthe Name of God; whe { 
ſhe ſaid, God hath ſaid, Teſhall not tat, &c, yet did not ſwear at all; 
And Sara after the Fall-did\uſe an atteſtation. of the Name of God-' 


in witneſs-bearing, wheo ſhe ſaid unto Aram, The Lord judge be« 
twixt thee aud me, Gen. 16, F. and yet Sarai:did por ſwear at alt 


in ſodoing. And therefore the calling of God to witneſs, of ſay- ' 


ing, God « my witneſs, &c., without adding of ſomewhat more, is 
neither Oath nor Sweating. + For if ſuch atteſRations; or mentio- 


ving the Name of God, without ſomervhat more, were ſwearing, | 
thep it would follow,: That People did ſwear oftentimes in their. 


. Prayers; As when they uſe-that expreſſon,; Oh God the Farber of 
Heavins&e, O'Grd mary baſe to bely us, Amen, Amen, &v-- which 
for any to affirm, were 2 great injury to the People. Again, If a 


bare atteRation.of the Name of God, 'by what terms ſoever ex- | 
| OR Oath andiSweating, without adding of fomewhat!: 


more, 
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'F tobe Sworn, or-to have taken his Oath; - And-beive fo Sworn,. he- 


[3L] 
mote, Then would the Magiſtrates in Judicial proceediper: in 
cafes where an Oath and Swearing is by the Law required, receive 
ſuch Atteftations of the Name of God, without denying them for 
Oaths and Swearing, But ſuch Atteſtations, or the like, without 
adding ſomewhat more, is denied by the Magiſtrates ia Judi- 
cial proceedings, &c- Therefore they are no formal or legal Oaths 


' without addition of ſomeWhat more 53 which ſomewhat more, 


being more than yea and nay, cometh of evil. For itmuſt be con- 


| Feſled (andit is the chiefeft ground, or cauſe, that is alleadged for 


the lawfulneſs of ſome ſwearing under the Goſpel, that it is ne- 
ceflary for the ending of Controverſies and Strife in Judicial pro-. 
ceedings, &c-) That if an Oath or SveariggWere lawful in any 
caſe whatſoever, it muſt be in Judicial-proceegWngs, &c. - And I 
do not find in the Scriptures of Truth. That any Oath was lawful; 
but in ſuch proceedings, or the like emergent occafions: All 
vain, and proſane Oaths being forbidden by the Law : And as the 
lawful aſe of Oaths under the-'Lav, was inlegal or judicialpro- 
ceedings ; ſo the definition or determination of what was a legal 
Oath or Swearing, and'what was neither Oath nor Swearitig, was 
by the Law, and the Miniſters of it,. and not by private of parti- 
cular men: Porat this day, there are ſeveral-kinds oft forms of 


7 Oaths required by the National Laws ; And yet the bate Atteſta- 
7 tion of the Name of God, withont addition of ſomewhat more, 


3s not anſweradle.to any of them, neither doth fully atſwer the 
requiring of the Law, as the daily practiſe of the Law in the 
Courts of. Judicature doth manifeſt, which praQiice doth declate- 
what a legal Oath is in the judgment of the National Lays: And 
for illegal Oaths, A.S.-I hope will hot contend. By which Laws: 
allo it doth apptar, That the Law doth put a difference berwixt 


- #n Oath or Swearing, and Witneſs-bearing:;- and/ doth -not con-! 


found then together, as many men d), Ag for: inftance it” 6ne/ 
particular, When a Party, or a Witneſs doth'appear to znſwer #' 
Eibel, oro give Evideace in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts ;/ upon: 
his Appearance in the Court, he is required to take/his Oxth; and! 
then the Book being held, the Party haviog laid his hagd' there-- 
upon ; ſome words being ſpoken ts him by the Judge of the Court: 
and afrer the Party having kiſſed the Book; - thei 1s the Pirty ſard- 


15> 
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18 admoniſhed to:give in his Anſwer, or his Evidence; as'the Caſe 
1s, at of before-ſuch.a'timE; ſo that the Evidence after.given in- 


to the Court, 1s the Witneſs-bearing (and not the Oath+): which . 


Evidence, or Anſwer ( as the Caſe requires } if he neglte& or re- 
fuſe to give, | he is proceeded- againlit tor refuſing to give his Evi« 
dence, or Anſwer: And-notas one that refuſeth to Swear or take 
an Oath, he having Sworn: or taken bis Oath before 3 .which Evi. 


* dence, if givep, is the Witneſs-bearing, and not the Oath. For . 
if he refuſe to ſwear, he\is proceeded againſt for refuſing to ſwear, |- 


although he offer togive his Evidence- without ſwearing. So that 
the-Evidence is the witneſs-bearing, and not the Oath ; By which 


ir doth appear, Thad Oath is in, and of it ſelf, a diſtin thing 
from Wirneſs-bekins ( which was before any Oatbs was) and is 
e for true Witneſs-bearing,and not the ſubſtance : | 


| yur 2 Bond or Ty 
| For when the Evidence is given, if what is Evidenced be falſe, 
"© the Oath taken before or after,doth not make it true ; - And if. ie. 
. be truth that is Evidenced, the refuſing to take or add an Oath, 
or give & Token, Sign, or Pledge, doth nor detrad avy thing from 
it. , By which it-may appear to the- unprejudiced in mind, Thar: 
the laying afide of an Oath and Sweating (Which was added for a 
time under the Law in Witneſs-bearing, becauſe men: had tranſ-' 


oreſſed or gone from the Truth- of: God, which was in the begin< | 
niog, before any Oath was) in witne(s- bearing, is not to deſtroy. | 
true witneſs-bearing, but the reducing it toits primicive purityy - 


as/it Was inthe beginning. Sothat the true Witneſs, Chriſt Jeſus; | 
being made manifeſt, all that believe in him and receive him, to. 
them he gives power to become the Sons of God ; and by. his 
Spirit. ( which/is Truth, 4vd leads into all Truth). he enableth 
them, - to-do-the Truth, confeſs,.rhe Truth, and ſpeak the Truth, 
from the, heart unto their: Neighbour, or before a Magiſtrate: in 
witne(s-beating ; 88 it's written, .4 good-man,. ont of the good trea- 
ſure in bis heart, he bringeth forth good things, So that our Neigh-. 
* bour, if he receive our Teſtimony, being Truth, he is not damgi- 
fied by us. although. we may not Swear at all, ,or-give him any: 
ourward fign, or pledge, ; which cannot add -any thing in'Truth to; 
the Truth which we ate willing and free to- bear Witneſs of, and: 
unto,,4p0D any-juit-occafioni; Netther can. the Magiſtrate be more 
aſſured of the Truth of -whatisEvidenced, by an Oath,,than by a; 


bare : 
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bare Affirmation : For as the one, ſo the other may be. true or | 
falſe: Again, I ſay, That not only our Neighbour is not'/preju- 


diced by us (becauſe we may not-add any ſign, token, or pledge, 
tothe Truth Which we bear witneſs of and to)' but be is by true 


witneſs-bearing more advantaged, than he is.or can be by Sweating 
(when the Evidence born.is not true.) which neither is, vor ever 
was of the efſence of true witneſs-bearing ; Becauſe true witne(s- 
bearing was before any Oath or Swearing was : For there may be - 
and hath be2n many times. Oaths and Swearing iv Judicial Pro- 
ceedings, When the Evidence given upon ſuch Oaths have not 
been t1ue, but falſe ; and ſo men thereby have and do ſuffer pre- 
yudice. . :But when and where true witneſs is born and received, 
although an Oath be denied,or not given; yet hereby men are ad- 
wantaged and receive benefir, and no prejudice atall ; for where 


. a true Teſtimony is born, there none ever did or can thereby re- 
. ceive loſs. Again,. Chriſt Jeſus being come to refore and eſta- 


bliſh everlaſting Righteouſneſs in the new Covenant that is fault= 
leſs, and ſo unchangablez; And Oaths and. Swearing not being 
faultleſs, and ſo changable ; not being from everlaſting, but added 


, for a time, becauſe of tranſgreſſion, as is beforeſaid : It was ex- 
\ pedient that all Sveariog, with choſe things under the firſt Cove- 
nant, ſhould be taken away,that were things in themſelves chavg- 


able, and might be (ſhaken ; to the end, that true witneſs-bearing 
Which could not be ſhaken, might be eſtabliſhed in the Houſe of 


/ God for ever, | So that although, whete: Moſez'or the Old Teſta- 


menr is read, an Oath and Sweating, as a Vail, remains to this 
day undone away ; yet nevertheleſs, all whoſe hearts and mindg- 
are turned tothe Lord, in the Lighs that. was before any Vail or 
Oath was, they ſee and witneſs the End of that which is abolt- 
ſhed: for, where. the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom, 
2 Cor. 3. And therefore the Apoſtle Paw ( having ſeen and wit=- 
neſſed the removing of thoſe things which might be ſhaken, and 
knowing that when that which was perfe&t was come, that which 
was but in part was to be done away) he in witneſs-bearing ſaid, 


- God is my witneſs, I frak: the Trath in Chriſt, I lye not, &c, Without 


adding any outward token, fign, or pledge; or obſerving any form 
of Words at all: So that as he wo ſaid, He became 44 — | 
| Law, 


3=&to the Lawof Chiift, and did not Swear at all, And: as he 
did not himſelf (wear; fo neither did he teach ſwearing to be 
lawful by way of DoRtciae to.the Hebrews, when he ſaid, That an 
th is among them for an end of all ſtrife and controvetlie, Heb. 
6.18. which words he ſpoke, not by way of Doarine, as a thing 
tode practiſed by them as Chriſtians ; but by way of repeating, 
what formerly had been uſed among(t the Jews, under the firtt 
Covenant, and ſo that he might ſhew unto them being Fews, how 
that by -ChriR, the firſt Teltament was taken away, or out of the 
Way : and the ſecond eftabliſhied upon better promiſes : For as 
he ſaid of Swearing, he alſo ſaid of the Priefthood, That every 
High Prieſt s (not was) ordasned to offer, &c. Heb.8 3. Andthat 
after the ſecond Vail, was the Tabernacle,which ts (not was) called the 
Holieft of all, Heb. 9. 3. e And when Moſes bad ſpoken every Precept 
zo the Prople according to the Law, be took the blood of Catues, ſaying, 
This is (not was) the blood of the Tiſkament which God bath appuinted 
to you, Heb,9-19,20. All which his ſayings do plainly ſhew, That 
what he had in thoſe particulars mentioned, was by way of re- 
peating what had been tn uſe under the firſt Covenant ; and not by: 
way of Do@rine, what they were to practiſe then as Chriftiang.. 
But 1 proceed to the ſeventt> Argument, which as 4. S. ſaith in: 
brief runs thus; . | 


Arg.7, Some Swearing 15 enjoynedun the third (ommandment, e- 
very Precept probibitsue of vice, being neceſſarily ſo to be exyoun- 
ded, a6 implying the contrary duty; or elſe ut 4 impoſſible to free 
the Decalogue from imperfeftion. © 


And conſequently, Thow (ſhalt not take the Name of God in vain, | 


| 1mplies, Thok ſhalt take the Name of God (that is) Thou ſbals 
Swear when there 5 a juit occaſion. | wo 

And therefore Chrift who came not te-deſtroy the Law, did not fore 
bid all Swearong- | 


| eFiſw. What is impoſſblewith .man, 15 poſſible with :God ; 
#2d.that Chrit did fulfil (not.deftroy) :the Law, is ;confeſfed: : 
And having fulfilled che Law, the-end for which.it vas:fora time 
| ©1VEDs 


| Law, to thew that were without Law, x Cor.,9. 21. yetwas he ſul 


i 
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oivefi, way accompliſhed; which being accoinplifſhed' according 
tothe Will of God, was aboliſhed, abrogated, diſannulled, and 


' taken away by Chrift, asbefore'is fully proved. Now; as [aid the 


Apoſtle, KRozs, 7. 3,4» The Woman which # int (ubjeftion to ber Hut- 
band, ts bound by bis Law to bins as long _ lirveth; but if her Hus- 
band be dead, ſhe 1s delivered from bu Law - So then, if while the 
wan liveth ſhe take another Huaband, ſhe ſhall br called ay Adultreſs ; 
but if the may be dead, ſhes free fromthe Law, ſo that ſhe is no A- 
dultreſs though ſhe take another Hutband, Wherefore, my Brathrey, 
ye alſo are become dead by the Body of Chriſt, that ye ſhould be married 
to another, even to him who is raiſed from the diad, that we ſhould 
bring forth fruit to God. What words more plain to prove, That 
Chriftians in Chiiſt Jeſus, 'are freed from the Law of the carnal 
Commandment, that they may ſerve God in newneſs of the Spi- 
rit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter, Hes, 7.10, Rom.7.6. And 
though it be true that Chriſt came not to deſtroy the Lay, but to 
fulfil it; yer that doth no more prove A. S's Concluſion inferred 
thereupon, viz- Therefore Chriſt did not forbid all ſwearing, becanſe 
ſome ſmearing was commanded in the Law ; Then it doth, where « 
man iS ingaged by his-Bond to pay ſo much money upon ſuch a 
day ; and che man upon that day doth make payment of the mo- 


7 ney according to his Bond ; That the man in ſo doing doth de- 
| | troy his'Boud, or that it is after Obligatory to him, when he hath 


fulfilled it. For although the People of Iſrael, to whom the Law 
wasgiven by God, could not be freed therefrom until.it was ful- 
filled ; yet notwithſtanding when it wasfulfilled, it was by the 
Ordination of God to paſs away, and the People freedfrom it, as 
before is proved. So that when Chriſt Jeſus had fulfilled the 
Lav (not for himſelf ) but for them that were under ir, He Re- 
deemed ther'that were nnder the Law, and ſo delivered them from the 
Law, Rom.7.6, Gal.4.5. that they, together with the Gentiles, 
thar'vever were under the Law of the firft Covenant, might receive 
in Chriſt the adoption of ſons, Again,That the Law was perfeR (al- 
though it were denied/that any ſwearing was enjoyn'd in the third 
Commandment) is witneſſed, yea every Word of ' God is perfect; 
becauſe/in the Law was fully contained ſo much'of the Will and 
mind of God, as he was pleaſed - make known at that time > 

2 is 
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bis People [[rael, and 45 be did require obedience unto,from them 
( ſecret things beiopgs unto God, and things revealed to us and 


our Children) no man bzing capable of knowing the whole Will 


and Mind of God. And yet, what man doth kno'y of the Mind of 
God, by the manifeſtation of his Spitit; is/perfet ; becauſe every 
meaſure of the Will of. God, asevery Word of Godzis perfect : 
Aad the Law of God being perfe, therefore nothing is by man 
to be added thereto,or taken therefrom. Inſemuch, as when the 


Iſraelitiſh Womans Son blaſphemed the Name of God, and curſed; and. 


there being at that time no poſitive puniſhment appointed by God 
in that caſe ; he was put in hold, until the Lord himſelf (hew- 


ed unto Moſes what puniſhment was to be inflicted upon him, 


Levii.24,11,12,13. So that Moſes, who Was a Prophet, did not 
take upon him to give any exteoſive interpretation to the Law 
(which being Penal to the tranſgreflors, was not to be ſupplied by 
man, by way of implication or ivtendment) neither to ſay of it, 
Taat the Law before given by God was imperfect, becauſe the 


whole Mind of God was not therein revealed, concerning all: 


things that after might tall out by reaſon of Man's wickedneſs : 


Neither had the Lord, as 4. S. would infer, limittzd himſelf tor 
what before was written, bat that he might and did, as he himſelf 
thought good, further add to what before was written,or take away - 


feom the ſame (and that without any mutability in. bis Will ) al». 


though he had forbidden. Haſes ſo to do, And beſides, the Name. 


of God was, and may be uſed with reverence and godly fear,many 
other wayes than by Swearing ; And therefore this Argument fails 
ia proof with the other. But to proceed to the eight Argument, 
Vike | 

Arg. 8. That Chriſt never did any thing without reaſon. 

But there was no reaſon why he ſhould abſolutely forbid [ Wearing. 

And therefore he did not ſo forbid it. 

- Anſw, That man ſhould require a reaſon wherefore the Lord 


doth forbid or command him to do, or not todo ſuch # thing : or - 
that God ſhould give unto man a reaſon for what be doth, Fob. 9. 


12. Rom.y.20, 15 more than right reaſon doth require : But that 
main fhould obey-what- God commanderh him without agking a 


_ reaſon wherefore, is ceaſonable and according to right reaſon. Ire ; 
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being the Lord hath made us, and nor we our ſelves.” And it bes 
ing aſſerted by A, S. That Chriſt never did any thing without reaſon. 
And proved, thar Cariſt did ſay unto his Diſciples, Mar. 5. 34- 
Smear not at all, Therefore it ought co be granted, That Chrift: 
in forbidding all Swearing, did 1t not without” reafon 5 For if" 
Chiſ Jeſus in that Command did not forbid all Sweating whatlſo-/ 
ever,” Then it would: follow,” Tfatmen under the Goſpel might 
have liberty not only to ſwear by the Creatures ; 'but'alſo if thev 
ſhould/ſwear by the Namz of God, and not perform: they (Hould 
g0 uppuniſhed ; becauſe where there is no Law, there 16 ns tranſ pref 
fron. For the Law in which an Oath in: ſome caſes was command. 
ed ; and forſwearing, vain and prophane.ſweating by God and the 
Creatures, forbidden ;: being aboliſhed and taken away by Chtiſt, 
2s before is proved: Unleſs Chriſt Feſus had forbidden all ſwea- 
riog whatſoever, by 'z Command that changeth not, mzn would 
have thought themſelves at liberty, not only to Swear by the true' 
God,:and-not perform ; but alſo to'Swear /by the Creatures, and 


| thatwithour any fin. And indeed-it may juſtly be feared; Thar 
: ſach pleading as bath of late been by ſome, for the laiwfutneſs of 


ſame ſwearing, and ſuch interpretations of Chriſts words 45 have ' 


7 been made, thzreby to prove fome {wearing lawful, and thar 


| from thoſe words of Chriſt, cMat.5.34, &c, hath encouraged' 


' ſome men 1n theſe dayes to ſuch a height of ſwearing, as th:y.are” 
' nowcome: Andtherefore Chriſt Jeſus, the Wiſdoth'of God, 'in' 


giving forth thac Command ag a prohibicion of all ſwearing, did 
it not without reaſon : And what 1s before ſaid, ' may be a good 
rexaſon wherefore Chriſt added thoſe words, Neither by Heaver, 
Cc. after he had ſaid, Swear not at all. And fo the words follow. 
109, are neither vain nor impertinent, For under the Law they 
were to Sweir: by the Name of the Lord, and not by the Crea- 
tures: And by the Liw they. were required to perform'their / 
Oaths unto the Lord, which they' ſwore by his Name, leſt they 
ſhould forſwear themſelves ; which Chriſt having before repeate& 
in.ſubſtance, By way of oppoſition of, and not-in compliance 
with;[aid, . But / ſay unto you, Swear not at all; 'nenher' by. Heaven, 
&c. Sothat the words truly confidered, are thus'in effe& ; Bur þ 
fry unto you, Smear not at all by the Name of the Lord ' as heretofore 
| wnder 


x 


338]. 
ainiler the Law yow,were Ee. neither by Heavin, Oc. accere 
ding to the erronious:DoRrine of the Sctibes and Phariſees. For 
if "Erit had not intended: abſolutely to forbid all manner of 
Swearing ; Then be by: that Command, Swear not at all, had made 
the caſe of Swearing more doubtful and queſtionable than it was 
before ; which. to affirm, were &great injury to. Chrift, the Wiſdom 
of God, whom. God ſent: into the Wold, toi give fight to the 
blind, and to guide their feet into theway of peace. Again, 
ChriſtrJeſus being! the Mediator of the new Covenant, which 
'perfeReth for.ever' thoſe'that are fantified, (which being given 
upon better, promiſes than the fixſt Covenant which made nothing 


reaſon, That the-6itt Covenant,. With all thoſe things under ity: 


were not in the beginning with God, as an Oath and Swearing 
Was-not in the beginning with God, neither originally of him, 
GR—_ might be: ſhaken) ſhould be. aboliſhed and;taken out 
of - the way; To the end, that:nothing that was changable,- or in 


new Covenant which/itunchangable. And ſo when that which 
was perfe& was come; then/tbac which was in part was aboliſhed, 
I Cor-L 3-10, For Chriſt being. come, the true and fairhful Wit« 
neſs, the fuſt and the laſt, Rev.1. be refiored,or the true witneſg« 
bearing was reſtored in-him, to all that believe, which is perfe&z 
which being fo, it was according to right reaſon, that an Oath 
and Swearing, Which was but in-part, (hould be done away-; for 
true witneſs-bearing, though without an Oath, never did preju+ 


born before or after, hath been falfe, as:daily:experience doth te- 
Rifie.. | And what if ſome.how, as heretofore, believe not the 


_ of none'effe& ? God forbid. For ſeeing that true ſaying is as much 
or more than ſwearing ; and that Chriſt hath ſaid, 7 hat for every 
idle word men, ſhall give an account in the day of Fudgment : And thas 


dom of God : Therefore every one that feareth the Lord (for 


by 


perfeR) wavunchangable. Itwas therefore according to right, 


which there wagia remembrance again of ſin, might remain in the 


dice to any, as-Oaths and Swearing have done, when. the witneſs: 


Command:of Chriſt, ſhall their unbelief make the Faith of God : 


the. Lyar, as well as the' falſe Swearer, ſhall be' ſhut out of the King«. 
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that were changadle'and ſo might' be ſhaken. (as being things that ' 


thereafter. as#a man feareth, is Gods diſpleaſure) is asmuch bound _ 


9 his Word, as by an-Oath : and there being no'More ſecurity:to: 


> 
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e Magiſtrate by an Oath,.:than by ttue\ſiying, oOrmitneſs-bear- 
ing, neither benefit to our'Neighbour : - Therefore,, if the ſame 
outward puniſhment were inflicted ypon the Liar, as falſe !Swear-. 
er,. the difference in # ſhort time (would not be great; 'becaufe 
experience dothrevidence, That he that makes :no conſcience.of 
his words, Will-not matter to Swear-falſly for:Conſcience ſake to 
God. Andit may be believed, That one reaſon why Rrife doth: 
ſo'much in theſe dayes abound amongſt men (notwithſtanding that 
.Oaths and Swearing.abound) 18, -becauſe that the true\witneſs- 
bearing,as it Was before ſwearing Was; is not received in Judicial 
proceedings for want of. an-Oath and Seating.” Again, To'ſay: 
That Chrilt did forbid all. Swearing, becauſe his Father would: 
have tt ſo; is a better reaſon thanany A.S..hath-produced-to the: 
contrary» But to-proceed to A.S. his cinth Argument;-24z4 


Arg. 9. That our Saviour pave no new Moral Command-: Aut: 
conſequently did not probibit that Swearmg, which long be 
fors had -bren-Commanded by God. 


Auſw, The queſtion-in diſpute is not,, Whether Chriſt the Me 
diztor of the new Covenant, did give any:newv Moral Command;;. 
Bur, Whether he forbad all Swearing to his Diſciples ? whichithar 
he did; his own words, ſar.5. 34. Swear not at all, doprove.. As 
for the word Moral, it is a wordof Art, invented by the wiſdom: 
which is from below, which is not ſubje& to the Eaiv of God +: 
For it's evident, That the Pepmen of the Scriptures, did never 
make uſe of that word' Moral, when' they wric and declared'the: 
Fettimony of God. And therefore the Apoltles Caveat-infuch 
things is uſeful, Cel-2.8, Beware le$F any man ſpoul-you- through Phi- 
loſophy aud vain deceit, after the traditzons of men, after the rudiwents: - 
of theworld, ard not after Chriſt. For the Law of the-new-Cove- 
nant in/Chrift Jeſus is Spiritual and Eternal'(nor Moral) and ac+ 
eording to the Promiſe of God, Fer.31.33, Heb.$.10.. the com- 
mands thereof are by the*Lord according to his Promiſe,, pur in- 
£0 the mind, and written*in/the' heart of man; written not with» 


Bk, but with the Spirit of the Lyving. Got; not 1 tables of __ 
#87 


| | [4e] : "" 
Sut ww flaſhy tables-of the heart, [ Cor. 3.3. And therefore is called; . 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chris. Jeſu, Rom. 8. 2, and the, 
Law of Faith, Rom.3.27.: (and not Moral) by way of excellency.- 
| above the Lawof theletter, as the Scriptures do.declare, 2 Cor, - 
3.::And Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples,” {fi ye love me, keep my Com, 
mandments,; Joh. 14.15, And when be commanded them to go and _ 
teach all:Nations, & ce. They were to:teach:them to.obſerve (not the || - 
Law of Moſes) but all things whatſoever he had Commanded them, | 
Mat.28.19,20, Andin Joh.14.26. He told them, The Comfor. 
ter,whichs the-Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father would ſend in his Name, 
he ſhould teach them all things, and bring. all things to their remem- 
' brance, whatſoever he had ſaid unto them. And Fob.16.12,13. Chrilt ? 
told:them, He had yet many things to ſay unto them, but they conld 
wot then bear them : Howbeit, when the Spirit of Trutb 4s come, be || 
will guide yow-into all Trath, &:c.. . Sothat Chiitt did;not ſend -theng; | 
to the Law called Moral (for to be their guide) written in tables 
of - ſtane+; but promiſed to ſend the Spirit of Truth to guide them in 
to all Truth, and to ſhew them thiugs to come. So that although Chri-./ 
ſtians do, and are to praRiſe and. obſerve many of thoſe things,” 
Which were commanded in the Law, as being originelly of God, 
_ of \vhich.the Law had a ſhadow, but not the ſubſtance, Heb.10, 1; 
yetthey.do not obſerve them, becauſe they find them to bave been: 
Commanded- in the Law of Moſes,” but as they are Commands of 
Chiict in the new Covenant, written in the heart, and pur into the-/ 
mind by the Spiritof the Lord, -that--quickneth- and giveth. Life? *; 
and power-to do thereafter, Heb, 8. 10, Rom. 10, 8.. For now the; , 
Right eouſneſs of God without the Law u manifeſted, being witneſſed\| 
both:by the Law and the Prophets ; 'Even the Righteouſneſs of God,,;; 
which is bythe Faith of Feſus Chrift,unto all and pon all that believe, - 
Rox.3.21,22, But the:Law is.notof Faith, neither ever was a-. 
Dy:Oath or Swearing of. the.Law of Faith, as true witneſs-beating | - 
Was and is: So thatby the works of the Laiv which is not of Faith, [| 
no man i$ or can be Juſtified ; but- by. Faith without the deeds of, 
the Law, a man is Juſtified according to Kew, 3.28..& 3.20, And: 
now thoſe things which were commanded in the Law, which were 
Eternal, as the Love of God, &c. was Eternal ( not Moral) of 
which the Law engraven in ſtone had a ſhadow, although they 
continue 


©-\| [ved by alt char obey che Tor and bis Chrift ; and is ſo doing be- 
©<-'| /is found inthe eps of thaſe in the Apoties dayes;-who R 
'e:| , Thacic was needful to Cireumciſe ſuch as beltavedin Chriſt, and 
"| | to command thetn to keep the Law-of: CAfaſe: ;-inſomuch '88 the 
{| kpoſtles and Elders comprngetae gpeeniegs of the marter ; [and 


'} Gentiles were turned to God, -no 
4 ccffiry things, viz: That they 


(47. R | 
continue under the Goſpel; yer as Was ſaid, They are not the: 
works of the Ley which made nothing perfe&;- bur the ſeuits of 


-| the Spirit, Ga/-y\22,23. and therefore are perfeR 3+ 83 Love, Joy, 


Peace, long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs, 
Temperance; agzinti ſuch thete is no Law': But co Swear- 
ivg there is 2 Law, as defore is proved, So that which ws im- 


| pothible to the Law, in regard of the weakneſs of the ficſh to do, 


> Travers m= x > fin, a fin in _ _ That _ 
ighteounſneſs of the might be fulfilled sx ne, who walk not after 
the Fleſh but after the Spirie® the law and power of an endleſs life. 
For, as before is ſaid, Swearing was never any part of the Lay E- 


— 


| ternal or of Faith, therefore the taking -of it away Was no addi- 


tion to, or ſubſtcaRion from the Law:Eternal, oz of Faith, . And 


'| although the Lord.bad limitted Moſes, and in him all others front 


' adding unto, and taking from:what was then written in the Law ;- 
yet hz had not limited hiamfelf to what hehad then given in com- 
mand to 1ſravl (got to-the Gentiles) and hut for 8 time, wwe! the * 


(4 .. Seed ſhould conve, Gal. 3:19. and ſo was temporary: And it bei 


dowledged by AS. that Oaths are no Goſpel Ocdinance 5-8nd- 
rteproved that Chriſt did adoliſh; abrogate, difananul,and take- 
zy the Lewy; yes, that Law which AS. calls Moral.in which, 
s he ſaith, Oaths'are commanded.- Therefore Hs $; is blame- 
thy in aflerciw as an everlaſting Sratuce t6dy odſer-- 


after confideration had, declared, That it ſeemed ood te&the boly+ 
Ghoſt; and ro them] to lay upon them, Which from-- .the 

GE eter burden thes thoſe ne- 
abſtain ſummon - ts 1 
dels, and” from blood; from:things firitngled, an 0F ue 4006 
But I proceed to A.'S, revs... Avrgament,.ot-Reaſon, as be- 
galls it ;:vhich was, EEE | 


Fr | K'g,10, 0 
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ef: 2oarant veaTD is! 4147 ap033v - Effie C YR 
-»Arp.20, That the High Prieft:charged Chriſt our Savions to ſmear, 

. - "and be accorayngly: Anſwered wpor: Oatb; and.tbat {ume 
year after. be bad ſaid, Swear not at off, 
-7: . IfbenceatfeBowncy .. wat oat fu Ow ; One hi) 
- { Toa the lmaful dagiſirate maYompoſe © atbs, andthe Proply 
k + wpoy whons theyre impoſed, nay:and onght by Chriſti Exc. 
- * ample,'to:4nſwer wpon Qath, ; notwithſtanding the ſeeming 
"+414 3-4 Prolubiriony Swear not #4 alle + - Wn s 5 


\ 


 Auſw. Thatitwas fome-yearsueſfter: thet-Chrift-ſaid to his Dif: 
ciples, Swear not at all - Thatthe High Piielt did uſe'that expreſſi.; 
on, unto Chriſt, adjure thee, &6.: 15 believed: - Bat tharChrig) 
Jeſus (the true and faithful witneſs, who came into the World to. 
beer wiineſs of the-Trurh, ard:tpeabliſh the true witneſs-beer., 
ing, as-it was before ſwearing was ) When heſaid unto the High 
Piieft;>Thou hu#t-ſaid; - did in ſoſaying Swear, or. Anſwer upon 


Oathzisdenied : Neither hath 4.S-provedihat Chil did ſwear Þ 


otherwiſe” then by his, and-otbex mens» conz<tureg..and CONCEia 


F © 


ww F. + am aa as 


vings:' Aſl of-which being Swearers ar6:not in this caſe. compe- | 4 


tent Witneſſes: ' And that be ſaith, Tharsbe High Prieft adjured | 
Chrit, ard Chriſt aofvering, .Thow bet} (1d; {yvithout more ſays | 


ing) df Fwearvyche;Living Godzr nat :exnprafſid indeed by bing; h 
bob High Briift:: Anſw. Buthowt doth. $/ knew that Chrufb 
f& his Xoſwer-to the High Prieſt, Hid:n0t deny fearing or'its 
Wearg*{ for it's 'written Foh, 21. 25+ That bers were many thing 
which Feſus-did, wh;ch if: they ſhould. be-written! every one, 10.) . And 


therefore'ts' conclude, becauſe itss not:mamtioned by the Apotiles)| / 
that: Chrift -did; dor:deny roſWeanrtherefors Clixikk pid (wearrth 


This. is 16 weika ſurmife ro wartant:ſycntiog 4 Whes Chriſt had 
befote commanded:his Diſciples: Not:co ſwear at all, For, if-to 
anſwer by way of::affirming. or- denyidg-that which is asked hy 
Magi(irate, were an Qath and Swearing, becauſe the Magiſtrate 
dorh require the Paxty to Swear; without addition. of ſomewhat 
more : Thza ſurely many have ſuffered in theſe late. years, as 
refuſers to take an Oath and to Swear, when they did Swear. But 
my belief is, That the Magiſtrates by whom ſuch have been book 
a 


; premiffey. \Byt'to proceed to! his” ckven 


| [437] 

-#nd impriſoned, oriotherwiſe! cenſured: for refulifg; t6ESwetr or 
fake #nf Oarh4- and berter kno what a-legab Oath is, thameF. S. 
doth in this particular, /arc:of ' anorhet . judgnterit or opinion/than 
A."$:iS'; or etfe 4r:may-ds hoped; that: hont hereafeer (hatl 
fatfer holy that-aceonrit of -refafing 20 Swear 'Whenithey ave wib- 
lin#ts Anfwer, and db.Anſwer to wwe queſtions is they thall ble 

Bk or-examinned of bythe Court; or particular Magifſttate. 'And 

thetefote A; 8's Concloſion is denied, feiligg intie proaf of - his 

"1 ta Argutherit- of Rei- 

69,0160, : | | ACER ET ONES 
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: Bi that Expoſition; Swear notitl,; that renders i amvorat pro- 
' +2" ':libittont of all Swearing, dues fot\; for if wakes it coinradit - 
17 21" ſroerdb Texts tn the Old Teflanmantj nf on non 0 
| Andtherefore i uvt to be admined, ©1502 fits 2 0 Bo > 


+ Hoſt, The Law of. Chriſt is Peml-tothe;tranſpreſſors of ie, 
Hb ,2:2,3."8 12.25 and therefore dothrnor admirof #ny-fupply 
Þ bemide by may, who'is'and ought-rs obſerverthe Command 
Withont exception of perfony, and: nor to! frame Atouments:s- 

{evin{tit;* andthe Lord: hath forbiddes mars ' to atld wity bing; or 

\diminifhy from what is written. - For the 'Lawy of 'God;- atidr of 

{ Chriſt, "being perfe& ; therefore nothing onght to be atded-ro its 

, Therefore'/to adtnit of ary Expolirion'of the Seriptore,” whereby 


| / e-make them! comradidtoryone tomncthe?,orany Texcof Scrifs- 
| wry onmadivioryic it felt; heres arent ebiV's: AIM therefore a 


commodious Toferptetnions (an'they We) cited) of "rhar Texc, 
Tat. 5359) BAabD ſapunicyon; 'Swear notad ayes. intucing the 
lawfulfieſs of- Swetring in ſome” caſes,” is! deflied;' a3 beitg cons 


| thadicfory to whar if written s For if fich* Bxpoſitions were re. 


ceived for Trifths, Flien would aw able Otgrvarwithhid Schook- 
Diane ad Subailme,: make the” att thiwd form! either 
ſikely, dFAmlikely; 1ccording its Hisfmey. - Andiif the end;'d> 
25'the Sctibeydn#/Phariſees dd; mike void the Law bf God with 
thicir Traditions CCR 2=irn: {/ but' we have ricrſo [cer 
I:2s > A: ned 


4 wcaighew « 048 Ab edt * 
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F med of Chriſt, ww ts, the Trurh/as-it is 19-bim, 
F unto which is tq be added; vor 2vy thing taken en therefrow,- 


And whereitis ſeid by 4.5. That ther Expeſicion of chat Seriprare 
ag cage ag ror of Swearing, 
.deet put an inconfifftency betwint rhe Old and the New, 


I Anfwer and dofay, It doth no mare ſo, then thoſe Texts which 
AS. and others of his judgment do own, for the change. of the 
Sabbath, -unto the Firſt y_ the Week ;- nor than 
-the Apoſtle did, 1 Cor. 7. 19. where he ſaid,Cirenmcifion & norbing-: |. 
and Gal, p. If > rv bar wen be cir cuneeiſed, C Cir ff Feſus ſhall profit biw 
rift Jeſus himſelf did, $43, 44. when 
he fail if, 1 hah bw ſid of old tinwes chew ſhalt love thy Nergbbenr, 
nd. hate thine Encxy - But I ſay unto you, Love your Enenues, bleſt 
them that curſtYou. Beſides ſeyere! other Texrs of Scriptures that | 
-mighe bs mentioned in the New Teſtament to that purpoſe: So 
«that alchough there bath-been diverfities of Diſpenſatiovs, and 
diverſigjes of Adminiſtrations mands, 25 there are diver- | _ 
fities of Gifts and Operations, yet the ſame-Spirit, and the ſame } - 
Lord, Law-giver, Judge, apd Kivg ; who at ſundry times, andy | | 
aver ad bath ſpoke in the 01d time to our Fathers bythe Prc | | 
= and ha m_—_ tous in theſe laſt dayes by his Son, ar 
hee on n2nder ena [all Judges bear him, and honour him, to who 
e figth coſywirted 2 


=: 


t» who ſaith, Sweey wt at ol; 4 | f 


f yy a 2& to the Law of Chri eoueding 
zFut 4 ninCthe things of the Spirit, ah W 
| Gs 


Tres and tw jons were rightly ed anddi | / 
ſhes, the Scriptures of the Old and New: Teſtament & | ' 
agree; fa oe is 50 cohtratiety in the Spirit thatgave "_ 
fogth 3 wt jhe copeeariety is iv thar mind that is _— 


vas 

frrtbe Lord, and farve him, and ſieer by bi Nawe by mich 
or onbag woono Reel poet of the W 
(God in Spirit and Truth, and therefore was bur 2 
That there was time when 1/roel was to ſcek the | p' 


Lard ſhould chaſe, TIT wir Gang ſlaw; an 
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. Gither theywere to come, 2nd bring ebeir burnt Offerings, Dear. 


-32.5>6,7. Fob 4-20, And'there was and.is 2 time, het veither in 
. the Menntain, nor yet at Fernſalem, they ſhigd worſhip the Father, 
Job. 4.21. And there was a time, that the condition of the Heir 
ſbenld not differ from « Servant, rc. Andtbere was av appointed 
-titme when be ſhonld be Lord of all, and receive the adoption of « Son, 
Gal.4.x,to 6. But the Well is deep, and whilſt People bave. or 
at the leaſt make uſe of nothing to draw the Water with, but what 
they have and receivefiom man, by man, and of man, they will 
xeceive- little refreſhment or ſatisfaRion;jn theſe things before- 
mentioned. Nevertheleſs, when they in their hearts ſhall turnto the 
Lord, the Pail ſhall be done away, for where the Spirit of the Lord #, 
there « Light, and it is the Light that God hath commanded te ſhine 


| 1# vens hearts, for to give unto thens the knowledge of the things that 


f bus Spirit, which the Ny'ural man anderſiands net, nor can the 
ow which i from below fird owt. And now I come to AS, his 
twelfch Argument, or laſt _— Which was and is; 
| rg, I2, 
The general pratliſe of C brifendew who could not all be fo ev0r ant 
«s to nuſunderſiand the meaning of theſe words,Smear not at all; 
Or ſo wichgd as 101 only raſhly but adviſedly to all againſt thew. 


:  Anſw, It is written, Thos ſhalt not follow a Multitude to de evil, 
.And alſogThat when King Herod heard that the Holy Child Feſmawas 
bers, be va troubled and Jeruſalem with biew; and gather, foge= 
ther all the Chief Prieſts and Scrabes of the People, be acked of them, 
Where Chrift ſhould be born ? And they ſaid at Bethlem, &c. Mat.2, 
'x, &c. And yet the Chief Prieſts and Elders of the People, wete 
ſo wicked, that they aſſembled together, and confulted how they 
wight taks Feſw by ſwbrilty and hull bims, Mat. 26. 3, 4. conceiming 
whom the apoſtle, As 3-I7. bore witneſs, That they did what they 
did unto hige iguorantly, becauſe they knew himwnot ; and therefore 


-exhorted them to repentance. Sa rhat it may be poſſible, That all 
thoſe in Chriſtendom, mentioned by A, S. to own ſmearing, as 


men-might in this caſe of ſwearing be ignorant” (the eine of i 
_ winked at) And therefore this Reafon given by os 
to prove that Chriſt did not forbid all ſwearing, when he bad ſaid, 
Swear net 1 all; is neither ſound nor ſarigfacory, ry the - 
| TE, Ly  - Scriptures 
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Scriptures following well confidered, Job;5. 34,3678 8.43 Mw. 


11.25. to which maty others might be added * - And yettmy belief 
19, That the Lord in no Age hath lefr'himfelf without wrtheſs cori- 
cerning the truth.and extent of the Command of Chriſt iforeſeid, 
although born by Babes and. poor Fiſhermies, or other petfons un- 
learned in the many languages : and therefore fittle efteetned 6f 


the world (though highly eſteemed of God) but by the world hz. 
And yet greater 


ted, and their teſtimony rejeRed 2s errontous: 
was he that was in them, than he that was in'the- World, and fo 


they had the greater witneſs : for if the witneſs of men be greet, .. 


the wirneſs of God is greater, which every one tht befieverh heth 
in himſelf, x Fob, 5.9, 10, : And.he that keepech the commands of 
Chriſt, be dwelleth in Chriſt and Chriſt in Him,accordingto rFoh, 
' 3.2324. And Ialſo believe concerning many of them who have 


affirme@'as their judgment, the /awfwlneſs of ſome ſwearing under the 


Goſpel, That if they had lived in theſe our dayes, wherein the Lord 
God out of the riches of. his Love, and"the abundance of his Licht, 


which he hath commanded to'ſhine ont of darkneſs (after the long. 


nigh: of Apoſtacy) in the bearts of the heirs of his Righteouſneſs, 
for to give unto them the knowledge of his Glory, and of the true 
witneſs-beazing in the face of Jeſts' Chriſt, 'ay 1t was before any 
Oath or Sveazing was ; that they would have come to have ſeen, 
and alſo to, have. acknowledged .(as many in theſe dayes (bleſſed 


0 - 


bz the Nam of the Lord for his.unſpeakable gifr) have done their 


miſtakes ih the caſe of ſwearing,”ahd by confeſſing their fins," and 
acknowledging their miſtakes, bive given glory to the Lord, and 
conforgied their jucgments & practiſes to the command of Chrift, 
Swear not at all: And with Solomon have born their teſtimony; Thir 
in making many Books chere is noend; andin.reading of "them, 
much weariſomeſs tothe fleſh ; 'And' that the" end of ol; is tb 
Jearn'to fear the Lord and keep his Commiandments, which #& thr whole 
daty of man, Eccleſ.12.12,13. And now having both my teſtimo. 
ny for the Lord concerning Oaths and Swearing, according'to that 
in my Conſcience, and the Scriptures of Truth ; and'that.not ina 
way of oppoſing rhe Son of God againſt his Father, tor the Serip- 
tures. of the New Teſtament againſt the Old, nor By-nizking any 


Text af Scripture contradictory in it ſelf :.- Bur in and” by ſatha _ 


way as they arecſtabliſhed in unity vnewith'avother ; "Neither 
St with 
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Dance of man, that ought to be {ubmitred unto for the Lords ſake ; 
But in the ſpirit of love and meeknelſs, for the clearing my Con- 
ſcience, before ths Lord and his People, in yieldiog © a Reaſon 
wherefore |, and ſome others may not take any Qath or Swear at 
all; although we ſhoutd be required thereuntgbya lam 


AST, F: 2; "4 


ſtcace, 1 have peace ; . cauſing rather in thy gale tofall into the 
hands of men, and by ſubmiſſion uoto theifpuniſh mert {which 
hitherto, bleſſed be God, 1 and ſome otherghave found, not ac- 
cording to the rigour of the Law, but with? e moderation) 


| thereby reſtifying m 1y practice to be according co my jadoment, a- 
oainkt all refitance of the powers which. God hath ſer over me;and 
that not for fear of wrath, but for Conſcience ſake to God, who 
is able not only to deftroy my body, but to caſt both ſoul and body 
into Hell fire : Afuredly beleeving, that whileſi I bave a reſpect 
unto all the Commands of Chiiſt Jeſus, I ſhall neyerbeaſhamed. 

And if in this matter concerning Svearing, any ſhould yer re- 


** main otherwiſe minded, and ſcem to be contentionl about words 


and forms ; I ſay, we have no ſuch cuſtome in the Churches of 
Chrift. For, where glory is given to God on high, there 1s peace 
on Earth, and 00d Will to all men on Earth-below ; ; Agd4a!l who 
waitin the Lioht of God, as it ſhineth in the 


time ſhall have the ſame Truth revealed unto them, bich 1 
have herein born my Teflimony 3 And I, and othersy! walk 
in that whereunto we, through the Grace of God are come, Thar 


ſo we may not be aſhamed of out Teſtimony for the Londp though 
born through much ſuffering. | 
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